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OF THE | 
of the Landon 


to the Reverend. Affembly of 
Divi x ES. 


By a 2 Wel-wither of Peace and Truth, 


wilh they Were even cut tof that you, Gals. I 
GEA For Brethren, ye have been called unto Liberty, oncly w/e not ee 

your liberty for an occafion to the flefo, but in love ferve one 
another, Gal.5. 13.-and 1 Pet.2.16. 

Him isan He eretick, after the or [econd admonition re~ 44 

I bave a few things againft thee, that ereft that Woman 

Jezebel (who e) to teach and to 


[educe my fervants, Revel.2. 2 
= The ten horns foal hare the where; and make her defolate, et. 
16. 
The Kings of the Earth frall bring their gery and honour to af 
New- Jerufalem, Revel, 21. 24. 


Imprimatur, Jam ames Cranford. 
London, er by John Field fee Ralph b Smith, and are to be 
Ay fold at the figne of the Bidle neer the Koy al 
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tels: us. ‘ofa 


man {peaking to his 


N Fathers life:: Scripeure tells 


Sade us of a dumb Affe {peak- 


ing to check a mad Pro} phet, 1 Pet. 2. 16, 


who went upon a defigne. of ruining 


Gods people. Chrift tells us, that in fome 
cafes the very ftones would cry out, if 


men fhould hold their tongues, Lukergs 


40. Isit not then hightime to {peak now. 
ifever: when Gods faithful Miniftets, 
who are our Spiritual fathers, are mur- 
-thered by cruel flanders ; when,the 


Church of Chrift,she Mother of us all; iS 
rent and torn: by wicked Herefies .and 
Schifms ; yea, when an open denial of 
God, Chrift, and Scripture, muft be 

judged worthy of a Zoleration, and that 


without check or rebuke. Good God / — 


é 

>. 
/ 


the Reader. 
fando, ce. V Vell may we expect ftones 
fhould cry out, if we fhould prove fuch _ 
_ftocksas now toholdourtongues. This. 
hath extorted from me the following _ 
Reply, who otherwife could very wellbe _ 
to have been raked up in filence. 
If write Truth, imbrace it; if Erroury 
reject. God forbid, I thould pleadfor 
a Toleration of my own Errours, who. — 
new write againft the T oleration of 
Errour. thall count him my beft friend, 
who fhews Erroursinlove; 
bleffe God for that enemy who difcovers 
to me my Errors in hatred. | leave the in- | 
fuing Difcourfe to thy judgement, and’ 
both thee’ and my felf to Gods judges 
ment, who is the impartial Judge of all «| 
Caufes and Perfons, and can neither 


- - - - - 


ceivenor bedeceivedei® 
| | 4, : | | Anti- 
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plo Toleration ju and. 


 Perfecution condemned. 


cunning an Artificer Satan is in his methods 
again{t the Church and people of God, thefe. few 
yeers (had we no other evidence) do 

elf into an Angel of Light to promote his King- 

dom of Darknifle: And if youturn him ont 

the fore-door of and groffe Super 
flition, he will get in again by a back-door of Teleration and 
pretended Liberty of Confcience, Who.would have thought that 
moniter of Toleration fhould ever have {prong out of the’ athes of 

Prelacy ? or that any having the (hew of a Chriltian, fhould have 

the face to Preach for anopen profeflion of Judaifm, Arrianifm, or. 

Atheifm, in a Proreftan:-Churchor State ? But.ne wonder, if he 

thathad che impudency totempt the Lord of glory.to worfhip the 

_ Devil, be now as bold to fet up his Throne inthe Con/cience ; as. 
if tt were a vertue to fin out of Confcience, and a Liberty or Privi- 

ledge to proftitute Gods Deputy within us to Satans vaflalage. We | 

do not grudge him the Title of being Godof rhe World ; but when 
he ufurpes the Seatof. God in Comfesence Chriftian can 
cither hear or bear it, withour herrour and indignation? This 

D: Devil (if ever aide had need be driven out by Prayer and Falting 5 
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Cheiftalone%s ableto difpoffefic this legion; elfe neither the chains. 
Agthoriry,»norftrength of Argaments, will: ever fetle our di- 
ft: Church aad State So that wehad need pray with David: 


Yer becaufe its our duty to try the Spirits, and the main out-cry 

of Sedtarics is, that they areoppofed mote with iorce then Arga- 
ménes ; it concerns all that love the Peact of Sion, filt_2o cry if 
this evil fpirie will be perfwaded out dy reafon, or commanded out 
by Scripture ; though there be‘little hopes of this Latter with fome, 
who are Bot afhaniedio plead for a Toler ation, even of fach as deny 
i. the Scripture. Among others of this kinde, there came lately to 
my hands, a Pamphlet bezring in the front Zoleration juStified, 
| and Per/{ecusion condemned, To {ay nothing of the Title (thouzh ir 


- dg fufficiently difcover the fpirit of the Author) the very Preface 
is fo ftuff with foul i{perfions and fiindets, as may abundantly 
fatisfie any ingenuous Reader of the weakneffe of his Canfe, and 
the naughtincfz of his heart. If you will beleeve this bold Affur- 
tor, The Revetend Affembly called by Authority of Parliaments,’ 
The Miniftery of ‘this famous City, together with the well affected 
afid godly party therein, are all gailty of affetting a lordly ufurpa- 
tion over Gods inherirance, and all becaufe bY way of Petition 
and othet fair, open, and honorable endeavours, they have fabonced — 

fuppreffion of falfe do@trines, and falfe Teachers, who privily. 

bring in damnable herefies, cc. 2 Per. 2. 1,2, 3. If this an 
affectation of lordiy dignity, we fave far -berret grounds forit 
ftom the Word of God, which muft one day judge us all, rhenhe 
of any elfe have to pry into the fecrets of our hearts; and from 
whofe flarderous tongue, we appeal to God, the Jadge of all, who 
fhall one day judge him for this his judgement, unicfle by 
fpeedy and unfained'tepentance he labour co prevent ir: hisfanlt 
being the greater, becaufe in one breash asir were, he commits 
that fou! fin of flaader wherewith he charges us. If ‘any of ours. 
be guilty of fcandals caft npon others, the Lord forgive them,1 | 
plead for none fuch ; in the mean time, ler this Author remember, 
tulerit Gracchos, But to rake no longer inthis Dunghs,' 
come we to his Anfwer of the London Minifters Letter,and fee if ie 
be any better verfed in good Logick, then in fcandatons mae” 
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His Anfwer to the fit Claute ( why foould any [eparace 
Church-Communion, becaufe of difference ix opinion) 
Becaule the difference imepinion in matters that consern Charch- 
Communion, and they muft needs be ghey foould com- 
municate iw that Church- Society their minde cannot approve. 
An{.We doubt not but there are true NVathanaels,who may 
jaftly be effended with fome impurities and defe&s amongft us, ec. 
which are the grief of our fouls, as well as theirs : In the Reforma- 


tion whereof, we offer our felves to joyn with them, that allthings 


may be ordered as neer as can be according tothe patern of the 
 Mounr.Lerthem make it out their way is according to the Rule,and 

we promife (nd jana ) to be as carneft for it, as now weare for 
Presbytery. Their joyning wish us may be ableffed help to purge 
our Churches,and foto promote the Reformation, which their Sepa- 
pation can never do : nor can they fhew any juft ground frem Scri- 
_ pture, forgathering Churches our of Churches, or for Separation 
from the true Churches of Chriff, becaufe of corruptions in 
them. If their Communion with us in Geds Ordinances, were an 
tion of our Erroursand Corruptions (whether real or fup- 
pofed) and that againft their judgements and confciences ; I grant, 
they could not evade the cenfure of hypecrifie and diffimulation. 
 Allwedefire is, they would communicate with us in whatis 


freely proteft againft what is bad. By the one, they willavoide 


the charge of Schifm; and by the other,the imputation of hypocrifie. 
‘If they can clear any tenet or prattife of ours to be finful,we promife 
amendment; and though they fail in their proofs,yet we fhall take 
their Admonitions kindely,| as fruits of their Brotherly love. If 


their confciéhces be againft the jurifdi@ion of Presbyceries, they — 


may declare againft that if pleafe, and vote with them a 
by way of Counfel not of Authority; and fo for thereft: whi 
may produce an happy Accommodation, and puts bieff-d end to 


thefe Contentions of Brethren, which for che prefenc to be 


like the Bars of aCaftle. That the Churches coat may-beof divers 
colours Without any juft canfe of Rent or Schifm; though it were a- 
bufed- by the Prelaies, yer it doth not therefore cesfero bea :ruth; 
there never having been any vifible Church, whofe Members have 
not been guilty of tcoomany Differences ; and too fad an example 
have we ef this in the Cha 


| this 


{ 
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rches of the Scparation: wi.omyct 


fad 
| 


this Author fuppofe will no-deny tobe Churches. But why 

Thowld 1 ftand upon this which he neither doth no can confuie, 

thshere and iviother places, He concejves it Would 
be an excelent helpagasft hypacrifie, to.let every one ferve God ac. 

cording to. the perfwafon of their own con{viences.. 


is this (were his fuppofition undoubredly true),but to at 


ourone devil that feven worfe may enters to, wit, Acheilr, Pro- 
2) By this: Univerfal. Toleration .be will bring in prof: 
thypocrifie one way, which he thinks to hut out another way ; 
For then how: cafe is it for wicked Hereticks of all forts, undera 
pretence of piety and confcience ( when indecd their own cove- 
toufnefie, ambition, cc. fers them .on.work), to feduce infini.e 
numbers of: people, if both the fpirimal and. civil Shepherds mutt 
vonely ftanidby and cry out againit thefe Wolves in th:eps-cloath- 
‘ing, while chey aretearingand devouring. 20 a7 
That hypocrifie which he fears, iseccafioned onely by acci- 
-dent, as defpair may be by Preaching of judgement, and prefump- 
tion by Preaching of Mercy , The intent of Government not be. 
dngto make men hypocrites, but by Difcipline to bring wicked and 
Branton wits to2fight of their Errours, As afflictions, fo Difcipline 
fanttified, is 2 means to convert fome, though by accident it make 
olf Anti-Toleration be the true caufe of hypocrifie, then 
“which isvery -blafphemy to utter) we thal! make both God and 
‘Chrift borh in the Old and New Teftament, the Authors of hypo- 
ctifie, they being in both fo ftri@ again Tolcration, which yet I 
fear me would nor much tropble this Author, fince by his principles 
ithis blafphemy (amongft all-orhers) muft be tolerated. But happily 
But his grand fcruple is Page 3. Who foall be . 
grant the Scripture ws the rule, (1 pray exempt thefe 
the Scripture) But who foall interpret the rale2 If the.Pres- 
then the Independent contra, and: fo, fox all 
refs. 
He | 
examinc and. judge for himfcif, or elfehefees with othcrsmens 


anfwers himfclf, in granting, That every one mut 
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eyes ; to which, we freely affent, and defire no better a'weapon 
then his own Argument againft himfelf. Let thisbe laidtheh,; as an 
- gndoubted maxime, That I muft not pin my Faith upon any mans 
ficeve; bat be fully perfwaded in my own minde ; and what my 
_corfcience dictates, that my practife muft expreffe., of ne- 
ceflicy follow, That he whofe confcience tells him Toleration is un- 
lawful, cannot but oppofe Toleration in his place, elfe he playes 
the hypocrite, and fins againft his confcience, inconniving at rhat 
which confcience tells himhe is toextirpate.: Forinftance, My 
_confcience tels me the Presbyterian-Government is accordingto 
the rule, and that in oppofition to all other Forms of Church- 
Government. Secondly, That this onely being Chrifts Govern- 
ment, is to be eftablifhed, and all others to be extirpated as Anti- 
chriltian ina large fence. Grant then an Uxiver/al Toleration : Tt 
follows neceffirily, that this doctrine and practife muft be'Tolera- 
ted amrongft the reft ; and then what will become of his Diana of 
Toleration ? You fee this great hath brought his Hogs to 
a by Market, and by pleading for Toleration hath utterly fub- 
2. Though every one onght to ¢xamineand judge for 
himfelf, yer every one isnot fic: to do this, efpecially at all comes, 
andin every fabjeét : And though it be true that an erring con- 
{cience bindes, yet igsas true that an erring confcience of necef- 
 fity fins ; for feeing the rule and his eon{cience are contrary, it 
follows, That if he go according corhe rule he fins againit his con- 
fcience, and if he follow the dictate of confciénce, he fins againft 
_ therule: Therefore the agely fafe way for fuch:a perfon, is to get 
his confcience rightly that Confcience and the Word 
The judge then and-examiner of Truth and Errour, is 2 
truely pious heart joyned. with integrity. of life, informed: by a 
clear underftanding, not clouded with paffion or prejudice, ex- 
pouriding according’ to the general ‘rules of. interpretation laid 
down in the Scripture (whichis thebeft Interpreter of it felf) and 
guided by the ordinary affiftance of the Spirit, which hath 
promifed-to-his without which we cannot judge ar 
_ Tight of any Divine Myftery, 1 Cor.12.3. --2.10, tothe end of the 
Magter. Anfwer to his Quefti- 
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who ibe ® He ot chty who are qualified. 


to the cule, they-both may to im 
onity; and if af 


is requi- 
the Ecrour and Scandal, to 
ines Barche genceal rnle ts, that onely Truvh and Prery is 


D: 
to becounctenanced, and:ail Erreur in Do&vime and Practice is te 


and if that which out of confc:ence, be 
pothing but fin and crrout, the Lord will never count mre 
enor fori, ‘whar ever éoolith and egnorant: men may think, 
jodgement { nocd motpafiefor, This indecd és the mifery ef an 
ring ‘comk sence, that with he thinks heeught de many 
aguink the Name df Obrif , and that in perfecuting of 
his Saints, he doth God good fervice, ob. 16,2. But the fame Pal — 
‘being converted, withes faife Teachers Gal. 5.42. Would 
not yetld to them one heer, Ga/.2.5; Delivers thom up to Satan, 
1. 20: And commands others to them, Ted 
tape én all no > Which Title, yet this Authors 
te beftow not onely upon the Prestayttrs, butalfoupon che 
with us apainit an CU 
Toleranon, witnelie the Charches of We w-Engiond, who have ex- 
before the Lords Novemb.26: lait. 
Eepenitents for not prosncing el af 
dope that beth he and they willpardon me, fer net being faristicd 


Aifiembly have tong ago prepared, and wait oncly for 2 Tolcraion 
fromthe But T fear, that both my Asther, 


end we many of his uninde , fave been. vow uttive es 


Wie peoceeds to abe of the London timers 


with bts Anfwer, and their Reafons ; ua 


T oleratin, 


end ducimoarss 
both and anght (ecceoramg to the power God Gith pati 
vheit hands) to him to an outward conformity, and wet 
role 
| 
/ 


| f Confcience too many plead for, and was the mifery 


Foloration Het, she defire of ibs not unfeafonable, 
To-peffe by his eenfare of the Minifters reafon and sffeion ; 
his currying favour with the Independents (whoyet are ene- 
mies to his Univer/at Foleration, 29 well as we.) I deny‘his Affer~ 
tien, that the moft feafonable time te move for Toleration, is while 
the Parltamenct are in debate above Charch-Governmem. The 
Reaforris clear, becanfe che end of debate is execution. Here 
double debate or confikation. Fir, Whethera 
thing be to be done or no > Secondly, What is to be done and how > 
The debate of the Parliament F hope never was nor ever will ba, 
Wheeher 2 Government (houtd be fetled or no Thofe Noble, 
Seators never extirpated Prelacy' to bring in Anarchy, of ne 
Government at all in the room of ft, andro leave one to 
do what is good in his own eyes ; whicl ¥ fear me is oy 
people in the dayes of the Judges. Theirand our-felemn Coyenage 
gives clear of cat ; in whieh, Beth we and the 
Independents sgree that a Government is tobe ferled. The debate 
therefore of the Parliament, beth was andis, not wheher a Go- 
vernment be to be ferled, but what Government is to be fetied ; 
which aecording to the Fruth and our Covenant, is that Govern-. 
ment which #s 2¢co to the Word and the example of the beft 
Reformed Churches. 


(it!) 
execution, its apparent that 2 Gavernment according to the for- 
nct Re, molt be feed, jabeing one of rhe greatf jellies in the 
World, alwayes to debate"what isto be done, and never to do any 
thing. This would be worfé then Parturinnt montes, oe, It being 
then thee Government, and che belt Government is.to be | 
fetled : Its as evident, thatits every mans duty to affitt the Parlia- 
ment in finding out and feriing of Chrifts Government, and not | 
to diftra@them wich importunate faites for cilt thie be 
done. Both nature and grace F chink wilt diGtate, that chat whieh 
is good, mutt be e{tablithed before that which is evit or fifpetted 
be relerated. He that pleads for of any thing atthe 
hands of 2 gadly man ot Magiftrate, muft of neceffity fuppoft that 
thins tobe either indifferent, necefiary evit. 
2 


(12.), 
ood mult becommanded, That which is evil muft be 
en, That which is indifferent or neceflary may be tolerated, 
Hence its apparent, your 7o/eration-mongers make their tenets. 
and prattifes at belt ro be fufpected. If they arefure of the right, 
let chem not be of fomean.and {neaking a fpirit, as plead onely 
for Toleration.. Were weas confident of Independency as we are 
of the Presbyterial way, we could not be content wiih aTZo/era- 
tion, but fhould be as earneft and humble fuiters to this pious 
Parliament for the eftablifhment of that, as now we are forthe 
contrary: The ground therefore of the London Minifters is trong, 
1. Stablifh the right Government, which may beagreat meansof 
ferling tender confciences ; and then if other Forms of Govern. 
ment can be preved,. cither indifferent things, or neceflary evils, 
there may be.fome ground topleadforaTolcrationof them, The 
cftablifhment of Presbytery inthe Low-Connxtrys, doth not hinder 
a Toleration of other Sects amonglt them: If they can bringas =f 
good grounds for itin Piety, as well as Policy , we fhall neither.be 
unwilling nor afhamed to learn of them: And that we walk not — 
alone in this opinion, is evident by that diflwafive from gathering — 
Churches jn this prefent juncture of time, Printed Decemb.23. 
1643. and fubfcribed by all the Apologifts, rogether with divers 
other Reverend Divines of the Aflembly ; wherein they pofitively 
affirm, That while Chriftian Magiftrates and Minifters areleaders 
in Reformation, its the duty of all people.to pray for them, en- 
courage them, joyn with them, and wait upon them, ec. It {cems 
they were not then of this Authors opinion, That the moft feafon- 
able time to move for Toleration , is while the Parliament are in 
debate abour Church- Government. | 
The. Minifters proceed., why may not Reformatien be raifed at 
laft to fuch purity, that truely tender con[ciences: may, receive abuna- 
ant fatufattion,forought that.yerappears?. 
Here he retorts, They. are cuilty in this Anfwer of she [ame Levity 
Which they charge upon the Independents, That they are not at a ftay 
but inexpettatson of New-Lights,crc. 
The London Minilters charge not the Independents.for 
changing any opinion upon good. grounds: Nay in this refped, 
they wilh they would change, but not be changeable ; which Cen- | 
fareto avoide, its.to befeared they with-hold their A/ode/, either 


becaufe 


; 


| 


- becanfeat prefent they are refolved of nothing, or becanfe if their 
Model were extant, the world in few yeers might take notice, that 

they will deviate as much, from themfelves, as they have already 

fromthe Reformed Churches.. He that hides his judgement ourof 

—achangeable humor, doth more deferve a cenfure of Levity, then 


he that holds to his opinion doth (co momine) deferveacenfureof 
obftinacy. I grant its good to change upon juft grounds, butitsas 
bad to adhere tonothing, as it is toftick tooobltinartely toany 
thing. -Levity is as bad as obftinacy, if not worfe: Though what 
pleafed to call obftinacy, I beleeve at laft, willbe found 
ftancy. Nor ts it alwayes good to have an open ear to contrary 
Reafons: and happy had ic been for our Grand-mother Eve if. her 
- ear had not been fo open_ro the devils reafons. I am fare our 
bleffed Saviour fhut his ears, both againft Peters and the devils 
 Reafons, witha Get thee behinde me Satan. Its as dangerous to. 

_ parley with a Seducer, as with the devil himfelf.. It. doth plainly. 
appear, both by this Letter and fundry Petitions, that the Presby-. 
ters have not fo large confciences as you, to fufter any to run head-. 
long to Hell, by damnable Dodtrines and Practifes,. 

vented’ and propizgned under the notion of Liberty, 2 Pet. 
Inthe fecond Reafon, the Ministers charge the Andependents (and 
juftly ) for fo long hiding thegr Model fromthe World, Gc... 


_ He An(wers, that for the general their Government 44 refolved. 

upon, though it be mot yet modelized into every particular, 

1 with we could fee their general Model: ; for Ibeleeve;, 
that fcarce our age is,like to (ee the particulars, But whereas he, 
addes , yetits a feafonable time to move. for Tolcration, becaufe 
every man ought to be free in the fervice of God, compulfion being, 

the way: toincreafe (not, convérts but) hypocrites... This hath in. 
part beenanfwered before; and I wifh the Reader. once more to. 
take notice, that compulfion breeds not hypocrifie of it felf, but by 
accident, through the corruption of our hearts , which naturally 
hate both goodnefie it felf, and the appearance thereof alfo, further 
then this laft may ftand with eur own carnal ends and humour. — 

Shall not a Parent-compel an obftinate childe to hear, for fear of 
making him an hypocrite, when as the hopes of converfion by the. 


Word, isa far greater good, then the fear of hypocrifie isan evil ;. 
which 


‘ 
~ 


which yer doth but occaftoe, but our own naughty 
“hearts are the true and proper caulesof it. A wandering 
foreed at firft by Diftipline,may at laft bk ffe God for that vielence; 
but being feft to it felf, and to its own fancies and defires, may fer 
_everéurie the Amhors of fucha Liberty 

Next be charges the London Petitioners, a4 moving for the eBa 


blifioment of Government shey wnderfiand net ; and fo givi 


toctber men, | 
he thinks thoft Petitioners very filly people, fotopin their 
their Miniters fleeves. And were all this Author 


upon 
affirms, 1 might eaftly be perfwaded co think them {imple enough, 
foon zppear, that himfelf wanted enker underftanding 
upen them. The words 


or 
henefty, to caft an of the 
tition ran this, Thar row Would make all poffibiehafte efablife 
by your-crvil fanttion, that Governnsent and Dafcipline 
among ft Which Chriff barb loft weeh ba Church (a Atedet whereef, 
the Reverend Affembly of Divines bave framed, and (as We under- 
fraud ) abready te your } By vwetach words, its ap- 
perant, that they defire ne other Government, but that of Chrift. — 
Secondly , That underftand the Afiembly had framed and 
prefented a Medefof that Government; nor did they defire that 
that orany other Model fhould be eftablithed, further then ix was 
agreeable to the minde of Chrift: But this Author leaves ourthefe 
words (4: they ander fand) upon which the fenfe of the Petitioners 
yong depend, and herein deale with us as the Devil 
did with our Saviour, Afarth.4.6. thereby to beguile the Reader, . 
Petitioners took the | 
then upon whofe fleeves Independents pin 
their coh beleeve that Gevernment to be Chrifts, of 


there is fore ! platform in their writings, 
mot we affirm the fame, znd more of the Presbyterian Government. 
If agztn they appeal to wre Scripture, here we are aife ready te 


joyn tffues with them, znd profeffe again, that by che help of God 


Which there hath been‘no Model excant, if at leat yerthere be any. 


we would be as exrneft for cncy,es weare for Presbytery, 


could they 
then, I pray, do we ptm onr faith vpon any mans flceve, when 


give better grounds from Seripture then we can. Where 
we 
are 


| 
/ 


thet and pious Petition, wasthus much, That fe faras 


(ty) 


> 


te declare, that neither the Votes Of Parties 


menor Affembly, are the grovad of our faich, in this or any ocher 
~pardicular, that concerns Keligion and che wo: thip of God? And 
though we henour both, yet we dare net be guilty of will-worthip 
taki 
fill cejeyce to fee the Parliamonc eftablifh Chrifts Governmen, 
though tatir voting up any Geveonment cannot make as ¢o 
belseve that it 15 pure dizino. All then that the Petitionets defired 


chat Model of the Affembly was according tothe mindeof ‘Chrift, 
iremight be eftablMhed, and ne farther ; and with an humane faith, 
were very apt to belecve, chatforthe main ic was according tothe 
Ruleof the Word ; which henor I think the Independenrs, will 
- giveto their own Minifters, (and we ought to give teevery henck 
man to belceve that what he affiras istruch, valeffe we have good 

gtenndte the centrary) muchmere then to en Adembly 

andteanned Doves, whe aker mach Prayer and mature delibe- 
, have contluded fach @ Model to be te the 


the independents | 
ne [uch sri bath hitherto been efpablified any 
Te ler tis bitter taunt, as not the an- 
fwering, bet usceme ditectly to bis Reply. ds focms, faith he, 
reafom, If éna Clriftias foarte a Tclerasco bad been allowed, 


 pradlife of fates being bere bo be obe of 


This Reafon the Minifters bring oncly asa prébable 
Argument, net dementtravive: ner doth waat ftrength, theugh 
not convincing. The Aftrelegtrs argacd thus to Webscad- 
Dan.e. that bisdeomand was omresafonable, becaufe never 


well be tobe unecaforable 
the eytsof Resken. ‘For Gance a oleretson may 


up a Reformation barely upon the recommendation of 


godly 


Would not have been unreafonable for our fiate to allow it ; whe | 


King required fuch a dring, Aod if the Minifters 
Obpiitian fare did frablith a Toleratsos in 
m 
ftand (as 
(# 
not 


Word. 
He proceeds, The Adenifters wrge, that the defires and endeavinrs 


“not of all) ftater, certainly if Chriftian Mapittrates could have 
found ont the leaftthew of Divine Reafon forit, they would ne- 
ver have rejected it in allages. “Demetrius never got fo much by 
his Diana, as fome Machivilians think they might gain by an Cxi- 
verfal Tole ation ; 2nd upon this yery ground, I am perfwaded 
the States of the United Provinces connmive atic. But what ftate 


was ever fo wicked, astomiake an A@& for fuch a Toleration? A 


fhrewd Argument, that it was unreafonable (at leait in their opini- — 
on, who would not be ballanced, even by policy to ftablith fuch 
an impious tenct and practife ) and fo the Minilters Reafon may 
yethold water. | | 

_ And whereas he urges, That if the prattife of a Clriftian fate 
be afufficient Argument of the reafonablencie of aToleratscn, then 
onr flate may begin the prattice, as being free to do What ever any 
other ftate might have done, 

I anfwer, The Argument holds not on both fides; For though 
it may probably be unreafonable (upon the former grounds) which 
mo ftate ever practifed; yet it follows noton the contrary, thata 
thing is reafonable, becaufe practifed by a ftate ; and himfelf — 
grants but a little before, that the practice of States is a moft un- 
certain rule of what is reafonable: We fee then that this weak 
Argument of the Minifters, is far {tronger and founder, then his 
conceited Anfwer. ca} 

The Minifters proceed to prove the defires of the Independents 
for Toleration, to be unreafonable in the fecond place, Becaufe 

fome of them have folemnly profeft, that they cannot fuffer Presbyters, 
 Tothishe Anfwers, 7% unreafonable it [eems to tolerate Inde- 
pendents, becaufle Independents Would not (if they had power) fuffer 
“Presbyters, cc. 

Anfw. 1. He clearly miftakes the fcope of the Minifters Rea- 
fon: Since they argue not, that its unreafonable Presbyters fhould 
tolerate Independents , becaufe Independents will not tolerate — 
Presby:ers : But that its unreafonable, Independents fhould defire 
that Toleration of Presbyters, which (wereit in their power) they 
would not give to Presbyters. Sothat this Reafon of the Minifters 
is but Argumentum ad hominem : For with what face can I defire 
a curtefic from him, to. whom but juft now I denyed, aestpinns 


2) 
doepenly profe fic; that I will deny the fame curtefie. I¢-was the 
 Angumentof rothe Gilkedices, es 11.9, So chat all the fol 
lowing difcourfe in the former part of this Seétion ,. is nothing eife} hat 
either sn ignorant of malicious {lander caft upon wheMinifters; whe 
deny not Foleration to ScGaries out of {pight, butwout of confaencés 
though witha! they think it unteafonable, that a man fhould net de 
that to-others which he would have others do tohim,’ in'‘cafe'at icalt he 
can do it with good conftience : Forwithdut all controverfie, all 
Settaries ought both te tolerate: and:enconrage-the Orthodox; pot ic 
follows not, that Truth muft colerate Errour, or Grace Sin, becanfé both 
Ereour and $m mult tolerate Truth and Grace. Caters paribus, mult 
_ deny no man that which I would have him in equity to grant me ; but 
 the*cafeis: not fohere : Therefore our Author might with far more 
and confcience, have omitted this fcandalous Reply, and have 
fearned.of Atichael not to rail again{t che devil, much lefic againftthe 
of the Churches of Chrift, They are not Jews tothe lew, &. 
but yet think it unreafonable that a lew fhould defire them to be Chri- 
ftianstohim, whenatthe fame time he profefies he-will be a lew co 
themy-yet atthe fame time they refolve to bé Chriftians butte che lew 
cand Turk, as acknowledging't! to be friends torheit enemies, 
fofarasmay ftand with the friendhip of God, although their enemies 


deferve not this favour at theirhands.. 
t ofe places Independen ails. Sia; TH 2 
But I pray: Sir, did you never hear orread, that the Churehes of 
“NeW-England have of late yeers expelled Miftreffe Hutchis/on, ‘and 
‘versother Sectaries, though we have been-too ready to lick up-cheir 
vomit. I perceive this Gentleman can tell howto de both deaf and 
‘blinde too where bufineffe. makes not for’ his putpofe :.And for 
-our purpofe in particular, durft ever any be fo bold asto fet up-a Presby- 
-terial-<Government in New-England ? 1 wonder therefore he didnot 
‘deal roundly with them, and telithem in plain terms, they were down- 
right p for-not fuffering fuch-good fouls, ‘that defired onely the 
Liberty of their confciences, to live amongftthem, 
And'whereas he addes, ‘Thofe of all Seéts-deferve leffe countenance of a 
State that Wwould.be perfecutors, 
I demand of ‘him, whether they arc to be tolerated or not ? If fo, 
_ thea-why deth he condemn perfecators , finceitsevident they may pet- 
fecute out of confcience, as Pan! and others did, who thought they 
to do many things againft — ‘Chrift , and that in calting 


| 


and formerly the Arrians and Anabapiifts.:. - 


is: 3 (a8) 
ourthe Saints, they did:'God good fervice, Als 28, 9:26, Jobs 


poe If. they are not to be tolerated, then the onely Reafon on his 
wil wil] met tolerate others ; and obese guilty of the ane 

which but jut now he flanderoufly caftapon our 

Divines To whom therefore 1. object. his own tule , trom 


Secondly, If Pesfecutots mutt not be tolerated, themits evident that 
al mult not be tolerated and where then is his pretended Liberty 
of Toleration cannot 
further be actribuses rhe reine of States (among 
things yto Perfecution of Priefis. 
this itand-wi.b his Principles, flace all. 
compcience, a5 well as anyother Se& 2? And fo it will follow by 
thrt!States are dcitroyed, becaufe.men walk according to tic conte 
ences,» If hefay, chat many-of them perfecute againlt con/céence, let him 
make shat appear; and by the fame Reafon we will evince, that other 
Settaries, manyof them at: ,.do both hold and praétife 
their confciences, Andtet my parc, 1 belceve both ; though for 
I doonely bring ar hominem. So then. conclude 
‘upon this mans Principle, That cither chere-may. be a compulfive power 
in matters of Religion, or elfe his Dsiver/al Toleration cannot be juftifir 
eds and yet this his Usiverfal Tole 
ration falls of it felf. 
The Minifters third Reafon is this, Becanje to grant 
phew, and uot to other Seftaries, will be counted snjnffice. 
- Terthis he gladly confents upon thefe Grounds; 1. Becan/e 
vies ave free-born, 2. Becanfe they bane been ta ferve 
‘trey, as Well as otbers. 
Anjw. The Reafons are not good, firice no. native oc good 
fervice can juftifie.a Tolerationof what is evil; otherwife, 4-Traytor or 
-Martherer might plead exemption from. Inftice, for their: former good 
fexvices.. Nor let himfay, thefe things difturb tthe: 
For fo have Setts and Herefies, witnetl thofe of lately, 


Further, Page 7. Him/elf. affirms to be the greateft enemies 
of, humane Society, yer be Will mot deny them Toleration. - 
Therefore he mufbeicher grant a Teleration of all evils, though never 
fa deftructive to humane Society, if they come-under the notion and 
pretence of con/ciente, or elfe give up his caufe, and deny a T 7 


-publike Peace,v. 


freely, would he have the Adamites tolerated, or fach 


‘af 


‘Let {peak 
fac 


goods ;- and fo.pnder apretence.of ceu/cience, (whether real -or fained ) 
make bold now and then with their neighbours purfe?. He cannot but 
eafily fee the mifchicf of fuch a Toleration, and-yet cannot deny but 
an etroncous confcience may drive ama upon any of thefe tenets and 
ae for what hath beca formerly, may be sgain. Therefore, either 
perfons muft be fuppreft, norwichftanding their pretended con/cs- 
noe, or Me by fuch a Tolerasith, bumane Society will b be ruined ; for 
the avoiding whereof, he pleads fo much againft Perfecutors and for 
Toleration, Conclude we then, that no evil that is in the power of the 
Magiftrace to fupprefic , oughtito be tolerated, but leaft of all rhofe, 
- which with one-blow ftrike both at.Gods honour and mans fafety. 
I.grant there ought co bea moderation, if the evil be of a low rank 
and lefle danger ; but in general this rule holds good, The leaik 
finful evil is not ro be committed for obtaining the greatelt good, 
por yet to be tolerated, if ic be wichin the power of the Magi- 
ftrate. to fu it. Happily in fome cafes there may be connivence 
for a time, but to pafle.an a@ for Toleration of any moral evil, is 
Te which purpofe't'ie Miniftess.adde, That to grant a Toleration to all, 

wil (carce be cleared fromimpicty, | 
Thu, fayes he, «.onely an Affirmation Without proof : And here again, 
be vapours exceedingly, as sf the Adinifters thought they could make the peor 
people sake any thing for trath upon their bare Affirmation. . 
But he fhould have confidered , that the Minilters wrote not this 
Letter to the people, but to the Reverend Affembly , who naced not 
have Reafons added to every Reafon, bur underftood well enough 


how impious an Uaxiver/al Toltration was ; and therefore the very 
“mention of it was fufficient. Magiftrate who makes an. for 
Toleration, takes more upon him then ever God himfelf; who, though 
he have fometimes connived at fin, yet never gave order for Tolera- 
 tionef anyfin : And I thinka#Errour ic ludgement, isa fin as wellas 
Errour in Practice ; and: indeed is one main ground of all finful 
pra@tifes. Onely here anderftgnd me aright, of fuch Errours as are 
vented to the diftutbance of the publike, cither in Church or State, 
and of which onély, both the Megi trate and Minifter can take @ judi- 
Ccialcognizance. For perfonal Errours chat [pred not to the infection 
of others, ought to be reformed by loving inftruétions, fince the judge- 
ment andconfcience cannot be ireftrained by force, as the venting of 


ci 


rifice their ChildrentoJdols, or any thatplead for community of 


fl » 
treurs may 
4 
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Ale that thinks fuch or fech y his Brrour; 
but if he vént this errour, and thereby feek to make a Schifmin the 
Chatch , fuch 2 otie ‘deferves to be cenfared. 
errout be mn preater matters” bee wor 
his Atifwer, the nes a fallow, ‘if 
mehraty pon the ter Settary, Fort. Thar its sakon he 
pardon me if not beleeve him ; nor do I think he can thewit 


are) thing or petfon followed iccording 2s 
they are pood or bd or wrong ; yet ordinarily, I am fure itstaken 
m abadfenfe, as and in Greek, fometimes for Schifm, 
femetinies for , 1 Cor: 11.18,19: ARs 24.5, 74. TH. 
is Sectary otiely a follower (2s he wotld maké ts Iccve) for 
theti the Ring- leaders of Seéts (hould be exempted, who yet deferve the 
greareft The Minifters then take Seftary , Firft, in an ill ferife ; 
Secofidly , in a large fenfe, as it any that do obftinafel 
hold erroncous Tenets ; efpecially, it they go fo far, asthereaponto 
feparate from the Charch, and drawin parties tofide with them. Stich 

as thefe the Colledge of Minifters do jultly conclude are not to bé tolera+ 
ced. Inthe meantime, let the Reader note the grofie miftake (though 
not the worft miftake) of this Author; who would make hi¢ difci 
cake his own dittates for Oracles, as-if all that follow eminént 


Were 'Sectaries : “Then fare the Cor were Sectaries for following 
of Paul, and himtif a Sefary’ for fe of Chih acharge 
more fit for 4 jew, then « Chriftian to lay upon fo gracious # petrion, 
A Seétary then be tolerated, is a wilful and obftinate 
Errour ; by his ilf Terters-and Prattifes, hefo- 
fin. 45,36." And uch is Author miuft heeds plead for in this 
finte he have all Sectaries to be tolérated. Thereis but one 
ruth, which though every Setary pretend unto, yet he hathnomore 
lt to it, then's hath to‘an bonelt mans purfe ; and for ought! 
now, the one claiin as great right to om and Tolération, 
the other, it being as bad (certrss parsbus) to cheat my fon! of Truth, % 
to pick my pocket. 
~ “And thus we are come (as to the thids of his Pamphfet, fo) tothe very 
core of this virulent Ulcer of Univer/al Toleration. Now at laft the 
is afide, and the Woolfs.paw and 


in Authof. ‘The Latin term,T grant, hath no illfignific, 
it felf, but fighiftes a follower ;* is determined (aforher 


a 
¢ 
+ 

\ 


though. 
| Godhead beenthebeltand fateh bounds of Toleration yet becatife ehi¢ 


berrid | the ears: wan 
he let us have patience allele, and hear what fy for hitnfelf. 
Thert the layes this’ down the Jafery ofthe 

de the bosends and limit of 7 oferation: 

ere (if he be ferious indeed) wefhall not be sfraid'te joyn iffues 
Fhad’thoaght the Word of God; and the gléry of 


Word and Glory of God do not counrer-work; but promote the sr 
of that people that will be regulated by them, we fhall willing! 
withfhim upon this point ; and it he can prove, that Sects, H 
Blafphemies, make for the f afety of’ man, {hail at ‘once both ‘win the 
and us the birgain, ‘and'thereby foon' make‘an end of the 
Burtt pray riend cain that be fafe which dammes che foul 
I'am fure Blafphemy, Atheifm, and denial of the Scripture 
will, though pleaded for by this Author to be rolerated) which baftens 
ona perfon or nation> And fome of them are fo 
egainft the light as very Heathens defie them; ‘and Hell it fe 
is not guilty of them.’ Or can he be ‘fo tender of the outward fafety of 


 gpeople, and yet at the fame time fo careleffe of their fpiritual and e- 


ternal welfare 


 forthem, but they can die for them? How can Arguments be uled ti 


Or why fhonld he nor think, that Theeves and Murther- 
may “as ‘well bé pertwaded, anid difpoted ovr of their Villanies, 
Hereticks out of their falfe Tertéts Stace thé one elect a wicked opini- 
oh, as well-as the other doa wicked way, and chefaule of both is more 
it in their wis, then their undérftandings and confciences; witneffe 
thefe two places, Sy. 11,12. and 1 Theff. 2. 9.--12 ? 
| And bi he addes, The woreborrid and he opinion 

Whatif Heretick# (halt prerérid for theit #4 

merly fome Martyrs have done forthe Truth , that they cannot difpute 


Convince them, who ¢ither cannot or will nothear Reafon?” 
2. The matrer of many blafphemous opinions depends nor upon 
‘fon, but Faich, ‘asthe Trinity’ of Pegfons, ‘the ‘Incarnation and Divinity 
of Chrift, ec. How then can thefe be confuted by Arguments, being 
_ themfelves above Reafon ? And if you bring Scripture for proof, they 
will be as ready to deny ss'to deny the Trinity, Befides, 
“a weak ‘and as ftton aéettion, will'pteVail more then the 
A in'the-world, “where a man not what is pre- 
nded, ‘And Who knows not ufnally are wedded = 
~ 3. 


4 
| 
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> g 
and mad upon their Errougs, and far more zealous for them, then the 
Orthodox are for the Truth. The Arrian Herefie wag protic enough in al] 
confcience, yet was not fo eafily fuppreft, though effc@tual mcans were 
uledtothatpurpofe. . - 
Te trace him yet further, J ams confident (fayes he) chere.ss much more 
danger in a {mall, but fpectonfly formed Erronr, then in a groffe and pal- 
e4fn/w. If fmal Errours be more dangerous then groffe , may it not 
wellfollow by hisown Argument, That they are the.rather cneato be | 
fapprefied? Efpecially fince but juft before he made the fafety of the 
people indangered to be a juft and lawful ground of fupprcfiing 
Errour. Andintruth, though groffc Errours are more dangerous where 
they do infec (as hazzarding falvation) yet fmall Errours are, Fuh, 
more dangerous to infect; and fecondly, by {preading and gaining 
‘parties, do more indanger the publike Peace and welfare both of 
hurch and State: witneffe that Errour of Independency, which for __ 
this two or three ycers, if not more, hath puzzied the Parliament, and — 
retarded, if not obftructed the Reformation and fetling of thethree ff 
Kingdoms: Under which, as a fanétuary, all Seéts (hclrer themfelves, 
i of the picty and worth of many who. countenance that 
_ He proceeds, Can ttinreafon be judged the meereft Way to draw a man 
ont of bis Errour by imprifonment, bonds, ? You may as Well think,by 
Stripeste make one fee Wel Whobathadimeye. 
Anfwe, We afiirm not that it is the neereft way, but the laft_ remedy 
tobe ufed as 2 corrofive to a fore, when other means will not cure it. 
Affli@tions fanttified, are powerful means to bring in wandering fouls, 
witnefle fofephs Brethren, A/anaffeh, and the Church, Ho/ea 2. who 
‘when her way was-hedged in with thefe Thorns, began to think of her | 
former Husband; Andthe Reafonis, becaufe ufvally fome worldly lu, | 
whether it be 2 content or difcontent, is the ground of Herefies or Sects. 
‘Taking pleafure in unrightcoufneflc, is thecaufe why God givesmen_ . 
‘over to {trong delufions, c. 2 The/.2.11,12. And therefore, accord- 
‘ingtothe commonrule, Sxb/ara causa tolitur Deprive them of 
that coment which was the ground of their Errour, and you ftrike at 
the Errour in the very roor. . oe | | 
For example, Let aman take ap an crroncons opinion out of an am- 
bitious humor to be counted fome body ; if this man contrary to ¢x- 
peCtation fall into difgrace, you meed no furer Argument, 1'l warrant 
ou, to make him e his Ecronr. And this is fo fure arule, That 
aman adhere to any truth upon carnal grounds, as peality pleat 
| creait, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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qredit, the like: Reawve them, and he will be as ready to fhake 
 pands with Trath, as ever he was to embrace it. Subvert a mans prin- 
ciple upon which he ftands, and you turn him off from any tenet, be it 
trac or falfe. Aud at.this aay, } doubr not but many adhere to the In- 
ent party, rather out of policy thenton{cience: Whom, when 
their defigne fails, thea you fhall fee fall off like the Leaves in Autamn; 
Ie will eafily then appear, how a prifon or ‘other penalty may work. 
upon Seftary.. Firit,. Ic will remove that Beam of carnal -conrent 
whichblinded his eyes. If_a gift blinde the eyes of the wife imjudge- 
ment, Evod, 23.8. Surely, carnal hopes may cloud the unde: ftendings 
-of Seg&taries, and the contrary fears or feelings ‘may diipel thofe clonds. 
‘Secondly, fet confcience on work, as rough ufsge did in Pofephs 
Brethren». Thirdly, ¢-may free aman trom diftraCtions and feducing 
-company, that.hg may: have leafure' and opportunity ferioufly to be- 
think hinfelf ot bis grounds, oc.. Which things by Gods gracious 
affiftance may work.a ftrange altegation inhim. Onely by the way, 
det me cell this. Author, Thar he,fegs not his comparifon right; for 
 though.a dimneffe of fight cannot be recovered by f{tripes, yet he that 
thas unf¢if with his hands, ce. | 
_corceRionbe made reopenthe ene, and totake away theother. And 
this nfually is the cafe of Se@aries; who by Gods jult permiffion and 
the devils help, do blinde themfelves with fome uf or prejudice, or 
elfe pervert the r.own fight.. He who farh the fight of his eye blood- 
thor, and who looks through a red Glaffe, both are deceived’'in 
jodging. of vifible obje@ ;:yet the Errour of ‘the latter may be cor- 
rected by ‘perfwafion or violence, fo not of the former. Thus af- 
flition may remove the falfe perfpeétive or painted glaffe, through 
which Se&aries judge of objects: Nor is it fo much oatural dimneffe 
(which we.are all fubje@ unto ) contraétéd, habitual or judicial 
blindneffe. that feals up the eyes of which therefore may bé 
better removed by chaftifements then by Arguments. . A tharp meditine 
inktilled into the eye, will better remove this pin and web; then alithe 
fairelt fpeeches and ftrongeft rea‘ons in the world; Yea, thoughrs 
Se&tary fhould be fo overfwayed by feeming Argumen’s, as reall 
aad firmly to beleeve his way to be the trath ; yet affliction may fo. 
far ballance him at Icaft, asto mike him willing indifferently to heat 
both parties {peak , and with lefle prejudice to judge of both their 
ounds ; which who knows how far God may blefle to reduce this — 
ying fhecp. That of Davids is as true in matters of faith as of“ 

practife, 119. 67.. Before 1 Was affliited, I went affray; 
Lhept.thy Ward. 7 
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(44) 


as to deny a Deity, or the Scripture : Can Bedlam or she Fleet, reduce /uch 

1. Why not, well prifon did Afanaffeh, whoerted f 

groficly both in judgement and prattife? 
2. How it may work upon him, we havefhewed in the former Sedi- 


on. Onely its obfervable, that he grants fuch a mats underftanding to 


be clouded. I pray whe, this but the 
naughty heart, through Gods juit permiffion, giving him over:to 
becaufe he loved, nor beleeved the Truth, 
eafure in unrighteoufnefic. And may not the hot Sun of Affii@tion or 
Perfecution (as he calls it) be, through Gods bleffing, an happy mcans 
to ree cloud, even for this man, if God intend him mercy. 
bferve further, how this Pamphticter -concradict him- 


felf, inpretending for Liberty of con/cience, freéferving of God; 


and yerin this place he is not afhamed ro plead fora Te/cration of down- 
right Atheifm, and denial of the Scripture.’ But I pray‘friend, how can 
God be ferved, much lefig freely ferved, if there be no God ar all? Or 
what confcience can there be, if there be no judge of confeience, which 
is onely God ; and norulé of conftience, whichis théSctipture ? An 
Atheift would bluth at fuch a Reafon as this, Pray fet me be an Atheift, 


that I may ferve God freely ; yet I deny there is any God. Or, that] 
may enjoy the Liberty of con/cience , though I amaffured confcienceis 


but a meer fcarc-crow to keep foolsin awe. Yet this is the goodly in- 
ference of our Authour, Tolerate Atheifts (among other Sectaries) that 


they may have liberty to ferve God freely. Such Logick will pleafe . 
-Machiavel and the Devil very well. Wer | 


3. Therefore I Anfwer, If Bedlam cannot reduce fuch a one, yet 
it may reftrain him from infecting others(with fuchdamnable'Tenets 


“They who bound the man pofleffed with the Legion, 1 ‘do not beleeve 


they were fo mad as to think thofe chains'would make him fober , but 
thereby they hoped he would be kept from doing mifchief : And who 
knows not, that this is a fecondary end of imprifoning mad folks, that 


if they cannot be cured, yet at leaft, they may be reftrained from hurt- 


-ing others, And this cffec I am fure a prifon will not fail of in the wortt 


Heretick; Keep him clofe from all company, and his damnable Errour 


will beimprifoned with him: and if hemend not, it will end with him. 


‘The end of punifhment infli&ed, is neither onely, nor alwayes the good 


of the party punifhed, but of others, that they may either be warned 


by his example, or preferved by his reftraint and removal, Dest. 13. 11. 


and 17. 13,13. And for this, Mr. Burroughs is clear inthe Preface 


“He proveeds, And for 4 tan nniterfinding is clonded, che, 


i 
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his Sermon to the Lords, November Laft, That thofe whohold Ere - 
fours again{t natural light, muft be cuc off ; and if againft fupernatural | 
light, they oughr to be reftrained: And fo by this mans doétrine, mult 
a Perfecutor. Was ever fuch mad doctrine as this taught, That to 
unifh Atheifm is Perfecution ? Were 7ehw now living, he might well 
fay , Wherefore came this mad felow, crc. 2 Kings 9.11. I conclude 
therefore againit him, that though {trong Chriftians need not‘ fo much 
to fear Errours in refpect of let metell them by the 
way, they have no caufe ro be fecure, fince the talleft Cedars have been 
_ overturned by a guft of Errour) yet they ought to oppofe and fuppreffe 
Errours, inrefpe&t of weak Chriftians , whofe fouls are as dear to 
asthe ftrongeft, and may eafily be undone by the feduction of Herce 
ticks. A skilful Phyfitian can arm himfelf with an Antidote , therefore 
 hemay fuffer his plaguy Patients to ramble up and down where they 
pleafe, among untainted. A goodly Argument ! 
Next, the Minifters ftrike more directly at Independency, the moft 
 plaufible Se@, and therefore the cloak and buckler of all the reft who 

fight and fhrowd themfelves under their wings. 
_ They prove Independency to be a Schifm by this Argument ; becaufe the 
Independents depart from the Presbyters Churches, Which are true 
Churches, and confeft tobe by the Indepeudewts, 

What faith our Author to this ? “Ths [ayes he onely concerns the 
Independents. | 
An{w.1. What he would.get hereby if granted, I know not. The 

‘Minifters happily aymed moft at the Independents, as the moft plaufizle 
Sect, andthe (unwilling I hope) Patrons of all che reft, and in that 
fefpect the more dangerous. Againft }whom therefore in {pecial, they 
— dire& fome Arguments, as well knowing, thatif this Goliah be once 

flain, the whole Hoft of Pbilifims will.foon fly before I/rae/. 
~ 2. I affirm, that its falfe that this Argument onely concerns the 
Independents : For if our Churches be true (and afluredly they are fo, 
whatfoever his fond afleverations can pretend co thecontrary ) then its 
apparane the Argument touches oth r Sectarics, who as well as the 
Independents depart from (ours) the true Churches of Chrift, though 
in this refpee& the faule of the Independents be greater, becaufe they 
 confeffe us to be true Churches. Whith though this Author hath no- 


minde to confefle, yet he dares not deny. | 
He fuppofes, that now they are apt to think us no Churches, becanfe of 4 


fpirit of compulfion raigning among us, the trneft marks (fayes he) of 4 


falfe Church. 
1. 1f compulfion be a mark afalfe Church, then God had 


no 


3 
| 
| 


| 


theveby they do what in them lies , ves the foul 
imputation of Baltards. Jes an ill Bird that fonisitsotu Neft.. - 
Next, he proceeds to the mifchiefs which the Minifters avert, will 


Te ff and reves fram and cov | 


beir own abilities, and the dottrines 


re 
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the coming. of théy 


de 


That cannot be the: mark of aféife Chacch inbich Chrift com 


mands vertae, and the 


was 
pemean bicmith in of thofeven famous Charches'of Afa. I might 
‘adde ; ides din under the Prelates Tyranny the Ip 


nonnee our Churches as falfe:; >whea yet 

sind that in gn evilfenfe'; muchiefic. caufe have they now to patie facha 

cenfure upon us. The Jews Pérfecution of our Savionr and the 

did not un-Church them, nerdid the Tyranny of Dicrrepbes a 

ercgation, whereof he was amember, 3 20. much lefic 
to good, and enforcement ‘from evilun-Church 


What he addes to (candaliz: our As rire 


from she Preléiies, and fo from che Pope, is attrong Argument of his 


again chom , but a Argument to preve oursto be no 
rches , not upon its Officers 


that are given to the «Church for her edification, and are no eflential, 
but enely integral parts. of We fhall therefore let thiscavil 
Minifters Callings are fafficiently from 


as impertinent. Our 
ven, and fealed by the Converfion of divers , who like ungratelul 
children blufh not to queftion cheir {piritual Parents inthe 


} 


the ‘want whereof coprevesas avice, Revel, 
“The Toleration of falfe doctrines and evil praifes 


did not re- 
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Wete the former part of the charge tre, beer dita het 
be too confident of our own bilities, Prov, 3.. 
a. Its neither dittruft of cheit abilities or do@rines, 
jeufie over their flocks, leaft they fhonld by falfe dectrines;) 
fince the uaderftanding i: ssieniile a prone co errour, as the will isto | 
evil. And this Author might as well plead for Toleration to:teach all: 


¢hannervof villanies; as well as allmanner of errours; finceone is aftuir 


It matters not femuch 4 whem i tisy 


of the ficth, and will damm aswell as tae other, Gal.s. 19;20,21. Where: 
iteevidenr, an Herecick:thall be fhuz our of Heaven, as wellasa Mar 
thérer , Witch, er. Iudge then how mad and-defperate a motion win i 


the Atinifters, Would procure the opening 
every mans mouth, in confidence, that Truth (in Wwhomfoever foe i) WA 
prove vittoriows; As good adjure ‘the Minilters to Petition ‘the Parlia- 
ment to tolerate Brothel-Honfes, anéali manner of villanies, in confi- 
dence that chaftity +c: in whomfoever the is, will prove victorious over 
uncleannefle. ‘And if-he fay, fach aToleration would ruine the Comm: 
mon-wealch: It feems the welfare of the State fticks neerer to him the 
the glory of God, and the Salvation pf poorfouls might’ Com- 
mon-wealths enjoy peace and fafety,” ‘Gods difhonout, and the erernal 
damnation of millions of fouls, would not much affect him. Yet Tadde, 
‘that fornication tolerated would not ‘be fo deftrnétive to the State} a5 
divers of thofe Errours which this Author is not afhamed to plead for, 
that they might be fuffered. Ask Abraham, Gen,20.1 1. ‘and the Apolti¢, 
Rom. 3.11, 18. they will cellyou, that Atheifm and the want of 
far greater mifchiefs to States, then the Toleration of 
villanies; the Reafon is clear, becanfe fuch perfons wi 
any wickedneffe, if it make for their ownenids. Were thete' 
reftrain men but fear ofthe Magiftrate,; it were impofible 
State (hadi ope Yet by this mans good-will, 
the Affembly or Minifters of the City thould Peticion the Parliament,’ 
that every man (if he pleafed) might borh profeffe and propagat 
Atheifm. He might as well plead, chey might proftff= ‘and prectife’ 
a great del werfe, 
undoubtedly follow of Atheifm. 
The mifchief is, That peoples will be ribbed: ti 
danger ta be (ubversed, 24. rae (fate) ap wall Be 


theusfelves spon the | 
be urged atore- 
rpofe, 


arcin 


fearwill 


nor fhall we mach ftand to debate it. enough fr out 
gainit this Tolerator , That by falfe dottrines 


J 
4 
> 
4 
7 
ff 
é 
x 
+ 


all Errours, pleads for that which (by the verdiGof the Apoftles) wilj 
fubvert the fouls of people. But fo doth our Tolerator, who would have 
all doctrines vented without controul.. No Sectary pleads fora Tolera- 
tion for his way, but upon this pretence, that his way is right ; and in- 
deed, what I jadge tobe Truth, I cannot but defire that it fhould be 
tolerated :. But he will have an Usiver/al Toleration, mult witting- 
ly plead for a TZoleration of that which he knows to be erroneous and 
naughr. . The Reafon is clear, becaufe its impoffible all doctrines thould: 
betrue; and therefore, in defiring that all (hould be tolerated, I mut 
of neceflicy defire formally that Errour as Errour fhould be tole- 
rated, vl by confequence that the fouls of people fhould be troubled: 
The third mifcheif is, That bitter heart. burnings among Brethren 
Will be fomented and perpetuated to all Pofterity. 
He Anfwers, Not by, but for want of a Toleration, because the State is 
nat — in.its protetlion, but allows one fort of men totrample upon an- 
Arf, That State: is equal. in its protection, which protects men ac-. 
cording to their deferts ; butthe Orthodoxarctar more worthy of pro- 
reGtion then Sectaries. Faveur fhewed to.good men, isnoindulgence 
but duty ; neglect and profecution of bad men, is no wrong but juftice. 
Nay, a good man tranfgrefling, forfeits his common priviledge, and fo 
may Sedtaries come uader the cenfure both of Church and State, though — 
atherwife good men. Piety cannot excufe a man from juftice: tf he fall 
into acrime, nor can it excufe him from cenfure, if he fallinto Errour. 
The State thould be unjuft in its. protection, if it fhould give equal coun-: 
tenanceto the Orthodox and toSeCarics. The Magiftrate neither doch 
nor ought to protect any fimply as men, but as good men, Rom.13. 3,4 
Nor doth juftice obferve an Arithmetical, but a Geometrical propor-. 
von, Dy giving ‘Paria 
Thefourth mifcheif is, That godly, painful, and Orthodex Minsfters 
will be difcouraged and defpifed. fi 
He Aniwers, Upon bow flight foundation i their reputation [uppi 
ed, that fear being depifed wale ff Authority. forces all. 
Reputation: is onely fo. far worth the valuing, as it enables 
to glorifie God, and to benefit and edifie my Brother <- In which refpe&; 
the Minilters ought to ftand upon their reputation ; and therefore, well 
koowing the fickleneffe and levity of the moft; who are more iedby 
appearances then fubftance, by novelties then truth, they might well: 
implore and expectthe Authority of Cheiftian Magiftrates, to 
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theloofe and rambling fancies of the vulgar; whofe itching ears cans 
great deai:becter relith pleafing Errours ( coming-under the notion of 
New-Lights) then ancient and folid Traths,; 2 Tim. 4. 3,4. Its ufuall 
with: dottrines as: with fafhione ; the newelt be they what they will, 
are counted belt : So mutableare we all by nature, that we cannot ftay 
Jong upon ‘any thing, further then grace doth: ftablifh us. No wonder 
therefore, illiterate perfons do fo cafily: draw away many, who like 
childremare tofled about with every winde of doftrine. A childe may 
eafily be enticed from his own parents by an Apple. And ufually no 
childe is fo taken'with anew gugaw, as people are now a dayes with 
new dottrines.. | with therefore, wedmay not all feel to our coft the mif- 
cheif that will affuredly come for waht.of fupprefling falfe doctrines, 
and filencing falfe Teachers.: The Mihifters have far more reafon co fear 
thie peoples levity then their own abilities. — 


Fifthly, They fay, T. he life and petler of godlineffe Will be eaten ont by 


frivolous disputes and vaimjanglings, 

He-Anfwers, 1... By then and géntle 

make much tothe finding out of Truth, Which ath moft advance 

ond power of godlineffe. | aay 

_ An{w, Its not the finding out of impertinent truths, doth advance the 

pester ot godlinefles And fuch sre ithe controverfies now. adayes, of 
which had we been more ignorant (at leaft in divets of them) godlineife 
had far more zbounded ; and.on the contrary, had a man been perfect 
- tothem, he might for all chat be as gracelefle as the devil himfclf , who 
lamperfwaded (through Gods juft judgement), is the greateft author of 
them, and of purpofe to prevent better difcourfes. No doubt, but God 
in the iffue will rurn all thefe janglings to the good of hisChurch and 
people, as he doth even.their greateft afflictions, and very fins: But 
what thanks is that to the Authors of Seéts and Herefies, whofe labour- 
ing to make their Errours appear Traths, by accident may and fhall do 

the Church good, even as perfecurién it felf, which yet this Author dif- — 
putes foftifly againft, 1 Cor. 11.19. There mult be Herefies, that they 
_ who are approved may be known ; and it is as true, chere muft be fcan- 
dais, fins and perfecutions yet whe is fo mad, as thereupon to plead for 
aTolerationof alithefe ? Lxke24,26. Chrilt ought to die (woeto us 
all, had he not.died) yet-both fudaws, Pilate, and the lews were very 
wicked in promoting his death : And fo are Hereticks, though in fpite 
of "them and the devil to boot, God. willdo his Church good, and 
that. by: their wicknednefle and Wlafphemies. The fame holds true 

alfo. of leffer. Errours, though caufed., by, the -godly 


¢ 


ds 
hug 
> 


30) 
Luchers Confabftantiation undoubtedly turn de thatch, though 
wie would not have counted it-happy, had ‘Errour died with its 
Author, ‘If afl -Errours might freely be: vented, then either man muft 
themfelves againft them, or not; if this, are in 
great danger to be perverted ; if the former, then the power of godii- 
nefle muft needs be not loft) fpente- 
bout them in Rudy, will not to forcifie fpiric againht 
them. This is-apparant. in the difference between the Presbyterians and 
Independents, which though debated for fome yeers in the Afiembly, is — 
as farfrom rcfolution as atthe beginning, or elfefure the Parliament 
(who hath heard both parties indifferently we hope, and thar witha 
folemn Vow and Refolution to. fetle 2 Government according to th 
Word ) would not {till be at a Joffe and irrefolution which isthe 
Government of Chrift, to the no mean fadning of the hearts of the 
godly, who wait not for an humane ordinance, but a divine inftitution ; 
or at icaft, chat that may be eftablifhed which comes necreft to the Rule, 
To conclude, I thallea ily agree with him, that.a good life may be apro. 
bable Argument, but no infallible evidence of Truth ; for then Ech 
parties {hould have the Truth (there: ame. many godly on both Sides) 


ly, They That the Whole courfe som én private a 

wm lies will be andundermined, 
He anfwers onely this , 4s if the sand Separeian Wer 
not as Religions in thesr private Families, asthe Presbyters, — 
nf. A poor evafion and very impertinent. For firft, Thats not the 
Queftion, Whether the Independents be not as religious, gc ? Our cha- 
rity may hope that, provided they be all of one minde inan houfe. Bat 
fecondly, Where there are feveral Sects in one Family Sarg 
many Sectsas perfons) let himfelf judge how Religion can flourifh in — 
fach a Family , when the Mafter either cannot or will not bring his fer- 
vants and children toan account ; nor will they either hear or pray with 
him, And fome of them happily under going to pat- 
take of the Ordinances in their feveral C the Lords 
day, may take a turn in Moor-fields, or fpend their time 
if not worfe. I wif my own-experience could not teftifie, that Cate> 
chifing hath been counted again{t the liberty of a fervants confcience, 
by onewho yet could tell more then one lye with little.or no fcruple of | 
conicience, And whether this degenerate 

will bring us (if tolerated a while longer) the Lord onely knows. 1 
boch can and do here teftifie upon my own ience, that it doth more 


to the 
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-Chutch, Heb. 1 3. I 9. Let fuch wilful fervants look to it, who (without 
ferions repentance) fhall full dearly anfwer for thus difcouraging their 


“pious Goyernours, 

Seventhly, Rectprocal duties betwixt perfons of necreft and deareft 

“Yations Will be extremely violated 

“He Anfwers. A necdleffe fear grounded upon a [uppofition,that difference 

injudgement.monft necds occafion coldneffe ‘of affettion ; Which ro- 
ds the different coantenance aud protettion Which States 


hitherto afforded to men of different judgement. 
Axfw.1. His laftis nothing tothe purpofe , fince the State takes not 
“notice of deren in Fay further’ then they break out to the 
‘difturbance of the publike. Befides,. if his fond fuppofirion were true, 
why did not the Churches of oterdam agree better among themfelves, 
where the State allowed them both equal prorection, at lcaft rill their 
‘differences began tobe tronblefome¢ and fcandalous? 
, 


_ judgement ’;) indeed were it Onely a difference of jadgement in a matter 
‘meetly notional and not prattical , or whofe prattife were of little con- 


‘cernment the yoke-fellow at leaft : There I grant, chat difference of 


judgement will not, or ought not to breed difference in affection. But 
the cafe is'far otherwife, fince here isnot onely 3 bare difference of 
as hefore, ue contratiety of wifl,and of practife too, 
and that in matters of the higheft concernment , which touch even con- 


fcience it felf, the moft tender peece } Who knows not what differences, 


even a fancy obftinarely followed, may breed between the ncerelt rela- 
tions. For example, (hould a wife beof the minde, that Car with fight 
of prefence could offend no man, and in purfyance of this conceit, would 
every day be bringing a Cat into her Husbands prefence who hated 


Cats; who doth nat fee how juftly and grievoufly an husband might be 


cffended with this carriage of his wife. To come neerer to our purpole, 
take that inftance of Rom. 14. The Husband chioks all meats lawful, 
and alldayescommon: The Wife eats Herbs, and efteems one dsy be- 
fore another ; fhould the Husband cat Blood or Swines ff. th before fueh 
a Wife, or carry himfelf at che Paffeover and Pentecoft, asif they were 
not Feftivals but common times ;-who knows not what great breaches 
this might have oc¢afioned? And’oprown experience con cell us what 
ftirs have ‘been gccalioned onely by working and Reeping open Shop 
upon Holy-dayes or Saints-dayes , and-all upon difference of judge- 
ment, fome counting them facred, others fuperftitions; yes, though ac 


prefent the Magiftrate give equal protection to both parties, and leave — 


Seepen or not open their Shops as they pleafe. Wenced go'no or 


doth litrle better then equivocate in the term (diffetence of 
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then: Chrift-tide You ‘the fault .in thofe who held 
fuch faperititious conceits and praftices. Anfwet, So it was afaultin 
thofe who held differences of meats and 9 3 yet the Apoftle would 
rather never eat fichh, then thereby he would caufe his weak Brother to 
offend. Ard in'things indifferent, I ought to pleafe others rather then 
my felf, However, where the judgement, con{cience, and practice of 
man and wife do croffe, it cannot but make fad differences; and thar, 
whether the mattet. abo 


ut which they differ, be.indifferent or nor, -}' 
Whar I judge finful, I cannot but be troubled at the practice thereof in - 
_any, and the neerer the relation, the greater the trouble: And if the 
onc hold, and dothat of canfcierice, which the ether oppofes out of con- — 
ftience, the trouble mult needs be the fadder , becaufe neither partycan 
tra to the other, tillone of their confciences be cleared and fatisfied, — 
~ Whence its apparant, that, difference in judgement will breed d'fference | 
affection, and that there will never be perfeCtamity of heart, 
there be perfe& unity of minde, and that is onely in Heaven,! Likeneffe 
‘we know breeds love, and the more likenefie the greater love. Hence, 
the Apoftie exhorts fo much tobe of one minde, 1 Gor.1. 10. and 
Phil. 4. 2. as well knowing, that nnity will both breed and ftrengthen 
) By the way I cannot butobferve two things in this SeCtion, 1. That 
be ts not afbamed to father the Toleratson of all Sets upon the Parliament. 
Secondly, That fince this Univerfal Toleration, /everat 
relations can agree Well though of different 
seedy concerns of Parliament to clear themfelves 
Of fo foul an afperfion, I leave it to their wifdomste judge. Andforthe 
Jatter, how falfe it is, let the prefent divifions under the pretended Tole- 
ration, and the late large Petition in September laft give evidence. But 
true or falfc, its all one to this Author, fohe may {crew in his pretended 
liberty of con{tience. It may be he thinks its but psa fram, to overlath a 
Tittle for his Diawa of UnsverfalToleration, 
_ Secondly, The Minifters urge , That she whole Work. ormation, |, 
pecially in Difcipline and Government, Will be.retarded, dsfturbed, and in 
anger of being utterlyfruftrateandvoide, 
: it matters not (fayes our Author) fince they mean the Presbytersan 
Government and Di{cipline, accompanied with per[ecution. 4 
An/w. The groffeneffe of this Anfwer will ¢ffily appear to them 
who rightly underftand the ¢quivocal meaning of this Author ia the 
term perfecution : For in his devilith divinity, its perfecution to fu 
reffe, punith or reftrain an Atheift, Blafphemer, Arrian, and fuch curfed 


ereticks. 


4 
~ 


CRD 
Yer wediftinguifh’ between’ fucha one: as never profe fled Chrift, 
‘anda wicked Apoftate, who! renounces his former profeffion, and 
turns ‘an open Blafphemer or Arcian, cc, les this ;latter we avow, de, 
ferves the-hatred and: fevere cenfurg both of Ged and man ; I mean 
guatenms talis though we may pitty himasaman. 
| Tes apparent. therefore chat Auchor by oppofing the Presbyte- - 
Government (which I am confident, under God, will be the beft 
hedge’ and wall of che: Charch, is a meer Factor tor, that Lyon 
the DivelS to break in: upon us more ‘dangeroully then ever: Nogcan 
Bealt, Whore, and faife Peopher, with all their blafphemics,abo- 
| . minations ; and lyes, dothe Dragon.balf that fervice which this one 
Author would do him. with his Vaiverfal Toleration. A tyranny isfar 
better then an Anarchy, whither in Church or State, where every man 
may fay and do wharis:right inhisowneyes. 
whereas he adds, not certain the; Parliament Will fablifh, the 
Presbyterian Goverument., fince they bave not declared that Government 
DAnfwer, firft; chat be.a geodground for him to guefle bef, thea 
he may as well conclude, That the Parliament will ftablith no. Goverg- 
ment-atiall ; fince as yet they have ¢cclared no particular form of Go- 
vernment to be agreeable to tke Word. And how {weet mufick would 
'2, It follows not that the Presbyterian Government is.not Chrifts, be- 
-caufe the Parliament Votes it not underthat notion ; for then neisher 
‘the Judgement, Government, nor any Form whatfoeyer, Mould be 
Chrifts Government , becaufe not Voted fo by the Parliament., And ve- 
‘fily ldo more then half beleeve , That this Author is of the minde, that 
there is no Government of Cheift all ia his Church, I am fare if 
therebe any fuch, it wiltnot tolerate Achcifm, Blafphemy, 
3. Charity might binde him to think, chat che Parliament judges the 
Presbyterian Government to be according ro Gods Word , and there- 
‘fore tobe Chrifts Gevernment ; afid chat becaule they, have made fo 
= a progrefie in fetling. that Form of Government, rather then any 
For 1. They have bound theimfelves by 2 folemn Oath and Covenant, 
toferle Church Governmentaccordifptothe Word. 
3, They have called alearned and pious Afiembly, to finde out the 
miode of Chrift in that particular. 
_ 3. After confulcacion had with he Adfembly , they have paft an Or- 
dinance to that purpofe ; and.whergthey have differed therein from the 
Votes of the Affembly:, they ptofelte in thofe points 
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‘not a clear videnecof the Word: Ergo, Charicy might binde him 
think’, ‘thatiac leaft fo much asthey have verted of thé Presbyterian 
Géverhiment , they jadge to whe Word, wal: Meche had rather 
the minde that the Parliament Wad; Firft; a minde co-mock Godin 
breaking of their Covetiatit; And fecondty,to motk the werld,in caili 
of Divines'to thewthem the will of God, which they-ne- 
‘ver matt tofollow. The Afembly’know welienongh, they.arccalidd ff, 
tot'to con-ronl ; ‘yetas Ambafladors of God , they, 
-onght wich an hurible belineffe , co prefle upon: chat Hieh Coure 
the Minde and Willof Crrift , whois the only Lawgiver of his Churob; 
“without which they had at once-betrayed their truft, and made them 
felves partakers of other mens fins , to the great difhonour of God, and 
ind for the perfecuting power of Presbyters : Alas poor man ! 
‘Pood friends ofthis, Mr. Sec. will by thefe perfecu- 
ting Presbyters be caft out of the Church, and iit ‘may be eurof the 
Kingdoms ; which the Lotdgrant., and that {peedily his 
THe Minifters urge) “That orker Sets and Herefics.in rhe King- 
‘dom Will be inconraged to endeavour the ike Toleration, — 
This doth a little put the man into a paflion ; ‘bur we willipaile by his 
‘choler and meddle only withthe fadftencelof his Ar:fwer,which is thi. 
prove they Tepardrion tobe a tor we catinot them here- 
Ticks Barely’ How prove we.? Sirypou have faved us the la- 
‘bourinyourvety queftior. AD 
They are a Set; becaufe they feparate from us who are the true 
‘Chutcliés of Tefus Chrift ‘and fo confeft to be -by (elses who 
have not. pone from feparationto dired Brownim.. Aad if theyarguec 
as ‘Churches , becaufe as yerwehaiveinot in-many things 
“come 15 ‘to the minde‘of ‘Chrift.; by the fame: tweswillpreve. 
‘them alfo'to be no true'Churches of Chrift. Therfere either bet-ehemsicld 
ws, or deny themclvesto be true Churches. We havethe eflentiilsofa 
trne Church,and where we fall fhert, it is our defire 2nd fhall by, Gers 
‘price, be oor indeavour mend iwwhich good work they mty do well to 
effilt us,and citherdo more for reformation, or judge and cenfare Icfle-A s 
‘for his petiec wring power-2nd-other things which he-repests ad nanfeam, 
I fhould be as idle to fpend time in reenfwering , as he és in his vaint- 
tenth fear of the Minifters is, rbe whele Churehof England 


He. 


ort time, Will be /wdlloWed ap With difraRion and 


‘ 
: 
i 
? 
4 
a 


@erthe Cancerbarian ‘tyran 


Anf, 1. The Divines-need not prove every 

the Affembly ; ‘and had -they gone this-way to work, they might have 
ators in infinitum , fince che fir proof might have called for 3 fecond,: 
nd for third, oe which would have made an endlefie 
tine Sinee “he dclires a preof.we will give him one of the fureft, and: 
that ise eit fclf. Let him thew me any fivefcore yeers , wherein 
there have bin more diltractions and confufions in the Church of Eng- 
tend; then have been within thefe five left yeers, in which there hath 
been toomuch Toleration by connivence’s the Lord grant@his great fim 
benor laid ce-our charge, Let him{clf then judge by proportion , what 
a fruitful increafe we are like to have of thefe heedoca ars, eer 
the Lord in mercy do mightily ftir up the fpiric of all in Authority, to 
haften’the fetling-of Government ; otherwife, our Church is like tobe 
like the field of che fluggard, Prov.24. 31,33. and the good feed’ wilkbe 
in preat danger of being utterly choaked. 
~ Secondly, He charges Divines apgniley of blowing the coals 
tion , and exa/perating one mans | ad an ot 
1. Mimifter be guilty of chis crime, 
Seem dur tittle fn fo ch che Londow- Mis 
leave to take his indcfinice for an univerfal ; aad 
r me out in #, whereno reftridion is annexed’) 
had he fai ao Divines blow the coals of diffention , it might hap» 
iy have p Ae for currant, and T with. himfe}t were nance of thofebel- 
wh happily ‘he haveinor‘the fionour to wear black coat) 
But when he fayes , Were the Divines blow, &c.' who can x 
cafe him from being guilty of an Univer [als Charge, ‘aswellas of plead- 
ing ot a Toleratio. He is fo for Univerfals, that if 
his'Religion (if he have any at all) thould him go be 
Catholike , anddo mightily ferr-he is one of thofe. croaking Frogs, fént 
out of the mouth of the Béalt, and falfe Propher’, ‘to blow thé coals of 
diffention aniong us, Revel. 16. 13; 14, The Jefuies ‘are well verfed in 
that maxime, divide: impa, and I with there were not too many of 
us, who infinuate themfelves into-all fetts fe to 
¢ coals, and'to increafe dur divifions. If fame belye'them 
‘in’ London at this prefent, evér were amo 
:. Bat he chat fits in Heaven wi 
them tofcorn, and in fpight them and all their belpers;. wil 


his holy Hill of 
"Nex bring divers 


| 


: And firft, all ahe.C burch, have 


proporitmable influence upon the Common. Wealth... . 
He Antwers only, Thies bur flight ; and. mentions evi 
ls ne fuppolition an abfolute and univer ition, er 
ring to the former particular mifchicfs in the Church, which pr “ie 
ably will prejudice the State: He need therefore. but ese little back 
to. refreth his weak memory; but the Divines had no. minde to. trouble 


firesiam inftance 5 Nei» England can tell him how very 
nours.did utherin fuch dangerous {editions, as in a (hort time did bring 
their, Common, wealth into a clear hazzard of utter ruine. See Mates 
Briylies Diff wafive, Page 62. 
they mrgc, That the. Kingdom. wil be Wofully weakand by 
fe that the enemies and ferrets 
He Anfwers, The contrary moft likely : 
sabina in. she. Protection of the Wealth, 
joynt Prote and,incouragement tothe pe ssi 
Harcuicks, ond. Sectaries, fhould have equal 
thet. wich. thofe that . and Rudions 
rate isnot equallyto prete& good 
to the {word for the all evil doers without re- 
pf. pcrions. Nor can real aman from lath of 
ate,in.cafe-he.do evil If good man commit murder, he is 
sity of death , as weil. as che wileft rutiian.committing the fame crime. 
The! fame. Rule holds. in all-orher evils and fo confequencly in Herefie 
and Schifm, onely with a propertion to the degree of the faulr; others 
wile, if malefactors havee qual pre tection , good fubjects. will be dife 
d.:and.if Hereticks, cr. have equall Orthodox 
¢ dilbeartned, which {ure will not make for the fafety 
Secondly, He addes, There can be no greater motive men 
the defence of their Comutrey, then liberty of confsience, Orc 
Thisastme, bat. fince divers. of thefe.s 
wauld have tolerated, have either no,confciences; or but dead and,f 
Namely, 


Long ago? 
And he addes, That» wany | Independents ‘avd 


either themfelves, or punt needicfle repetitions. Yet fingehe de. 
lately their Era 


rand bad , bur contrariwife;. 


Achcilts, Blaf fuch.as.deny the Scti- 
ptares and hew can inh le eof 


2 
» 
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be.she to juft Government, enemies to 
being a matter of fact, mult depend_upon Teftimony 

and whether I ought not to prefer. che of 2: cof 

and able Divines , before the negative of one fulpetted: -namek fle 
— Author; Jet any indifferent. man judge. I might alfo urge Mr, Besleys 

drawn from their ut fhould I’ bring never. 
witnefles, , this will not, donbt. with one bold denial to: 


themall ; Es fi me cre 
this. afperfion, the. rheir innoceacy 
oat their fig- leaves of denials; And{o 
quires aRefi God, andthe 
chis That exampics.. binde ron wagering 
With the Word, and the Word. of God expreffe for Toleration, 
purpole, sind wil foon put anend conscovertic. therefore 
his Argument athe of the and of folid 
He. proves i bythe Parable of the Tates growing ‘with: thé. 


well las errors; nor ca he pro! thar es theta are 
falfe docttines...2. Them. there would:be room oe Chore 
for the ,Magiltraces, fword, contrary. ‘other 


divers 


Esrours nce perf abominations; of which, god 


We Antwer, thet others in bopes.of-a Government, have ventured. 
gs far; yerneither of thele. a Chritian 
mult. minde onely che glory of God, , the advancement of Religion, and 
an equal diftribution of juftice, without refpect of perfons,. 
thetone truly 4 


for Toleration is; Phat rary By 
of chat way Wherein be ferves $ God. 
1. Wat is this the Toleration of ‘Atheifm, which enyi 

the Qacftion? 2, Hence itfollows, that a godly Mag ee, Bette 
perfwaded that onely and goodneffe mut be protedted, and’ 
contraty beatdown, can by_no ‘means confent to an Universal Tolera- 

tion Fot his conictence tels him,no evif is tolerated, and accord 
i ro this-confcience He ; ‘elfe-whiat he doth is faith,” 
fo he fins. "My conftienice rhic'to°my felf, nor to others 
is arrinfaflibie runic: erring con{cience bindes, 
cine an erring confcience fin this is the mifery of 


Hie that faid, Ler the 
‘Here ho 
fecond Aggume 


ts eg contac obcy its dirtates 
polfibly eicape this fnare, I iny confcienice’ 
tnakes not for, ‘bur 


front the’ “Atfoll pe erfwafion 
‘Toletstion : the’ tes conicience charge him pre 
that whictris againft-my confcience, I mnft either 
beter informed, ar be content to foffer: In whych cafe, 
ftrare? he may juftly be charged with 
forcing mero fin othierwife'ndt this being a cer- 
cain maxime, Errour prevailing ‘wil! not allow Trath, 
prevailing cannot allow tht feaft’Errour ; nor fo'mach as to res 
and dangerous Erfours, ‘whether they. be “fo of their own nature, or 
rove fo 4. He that forbid the ftronz co defpife 
| ‘ts | ‘no anteto 
ons ina Church, 1 Cor.1. would much more have condemned Separati- 
ane a Chorch;for difference in . "For example, if the w 


cak 
Herbs,had feparated rom the ftron , and gathered them- 


es into: abjud sing the {trong too licenti- 

“as obitirare the li which Chri 


t toanferr, the 

of dap ‘tolerable’ ; “a 
deed, thie Tefle the ground of ration, the 


the Schifin in tbe 
theCongre- 


Aathors theréot which 
gations’, 


defire our 


Tinh 
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way feriodfly toiconfic: r. ‘We honour the trné:piety of divers 
worttry of. aod wath hearnliy chey: weve as wi hog-to ws 
is feparate them: (weretheir way: cltablifhed as Presbyreey 
‘ptovided, doamyshing — 


| would not forceps of 
our confcience: fadiy, swhatiadmad Gowesti- 
vindet we thoald have; were all 
atdevery prophane: add ‘ignovant take: their 
ocourfewithout controul,: W | foon have - 
- both rumning-mertilyto Kel, withéue che impediment.) 
(behindred by the contbinarion of Presbyceries,; 
, particular ‘Chi rohes; do watth 
‘other! But Doreve pardomtor ai 
03. He proves Tolerkcion from that sule 
yon amen fowl d: do uuto-yox, ‘that 
One place of Scripuge Rev.2, 
rule (Do as you would be done by) holds not univerfslyfon hen a 
thouldnor curcfha Matel tort becatfe be cut 
3. therctorebe undesltooth limiteniens | 
deatwith my Neighbour, as (meq pity wanidihese quith 
in the like cafe : Thus, were a capital 
being dulyKondomhéd: La ijadgc, | 
oftleargnes, 25.4 1. phere, at 
oughrnottodelire Telenation,: Enge\ Beirig in place} baught met sto. give 
Fotnarion. dete to benelbrained £ 
hinder otheré ones .Hege dido birt asd: would dom Ry; 


bicidd Saviour; being righdy wn- 


derftood, makesnortor, but eT \Bylithe way 
clear proof but onely abufes ¢1 ces of Seri- 


- Old New exprefly. condemn which 

kewife- we dreifurthed idgaged by. ourfolemn Govenam.» 
2. The Manihers urge, Yes ule to the three Kingdoms ft 
and aniformity in Religsen and Goveromemte 
FaravehGavernment cftablithe,. if 


ing every manmay be allowed:todo what he lift 


| 
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(40) 
“diamont might then fave themicives a great deal of about ,, and make 
work by decreeing that every one might enjoy his liberty in 
‘matters of Religion. Shaltwe think that.in.their Cove ant they protca- 
ided oncly to the Government of Chrilt,znd to owt Herefie, Schifin, 
“Sc. as fome dying men promife reformation,if the Lord wili pleafe to re- 
‘over them, but-beiag once recovered,age worle:then ever ? God forbid, 
“Befides; he abuies main feope of the Covenant, as intendcdihe 
-tnion of ithe thrée ‘Kingdomsimeerly-to be deferfive and hclptul one to 
‘the othet, without relation: at allcothe Reformation. Such ga Explication 
‘would have given poor incouragemenrte our. Brethren of Scotland 
“come out .to our afliftance, whereas without their help, in all humane 
-hikelyhood, we had been utterly undone And, both God and they may 
~well expect a betcer requital from us. The very Letter of the Covenant 
is exprefie, The Lord«in merey keep us from Lefmitical equivecations in 
weighty and ferious:a bufinefle. Take heed we deal not with -God 
as the people did with the Propher, 7er.42.and 43. God hath no pleaiure 
but expects We fhould pay what we vow, Eccle/.5,4,5. 
mrgej its exprefly:contrary the Extirpatson .of 
198; Wovind Jor 2 Bios! OF Om Siuaw 2g c€]) 
“To-this he Aniwers ; ‘That! Where its certainly determinedihy. judges 
that cannot erre, Whoare the Schifmaticks, then there may be fome [eem- 
ing to extirpate them, and yet then he Would have st done oncly by 
A goodly favour: Manifeft Truth fhall have juft as-much 
‘erty as manifeft Errour, say fcarce fo much ; for Errovr will feek.to 
 fabvert Truth, not onely by t, ‘but by force alfo, and yet Truths 
hands muft be tyed; and fhe thal! have. this favour to plead for her felf,as 
if an’honeft man might oncly defend himlelf with Argnments againft a 
Knavethat comes to cot his throat..'2. Thongh ipcould not. be known 
~ Who were the Schifmaticks, yerhe that pleads for an Umiver{al Tolera- 
tion, moult needs plead for the Toleration of Schifmaticks, 3.1f Schifa 
could not be known, the Word would never have Ended.ustoop- . | : 
it. Who can fight againit an unknown Enemy? 4. Its:not required 
Bo the detection of Schifms,or-any other Etrour, thatwe fhould have 
_ Tudge that cannoverre, (I sican.a pecfonal Indge, for, otherwife the | 
Scripture is a Iudgeinfalliblé) buta ludge rhardoth noterre: Ocher- 
wife we mutt alwayes immediate Revelations to determine Con- 
troverfies of Religion; and to what end then is the Word of God writ- 
ten? Its apparent Schilmaticks. may be difcovered bysthe-ufe of ordinary 
“means ; but becanfe I have formerly thewed who are fit judges of 
rour, I will Onely I cannot bat adde by the 


\ 


this Authors harping fo much upon this ftring of Iudges that cannet 
 erre, makes mefulpect ftrongly, thas he hath a Pope in hii belly, 
Fourthly, The Minifters adde, ' Hereby ye foal be involvedin the guile 
of orber mens fins, Sc. He an[Wwers , that compuifiem muft neceffarily 
cafion both much cruelty, and much bypocrifie, the Divines 
bowring fo much for the caufe, which ts perfecution, cannot be guiltleffe. 
| dnf, 1. Then David was very cruel in killing the Lyon and Bear, 
who came to prey upon his fheep: Its good mufick to hear the Wolf. 
cry out of cruelty ; but fuch ravening Wolves are hereticks, whomthe 
Apoftle wifhes they were cut off ; and is therefore in this chari« 
rable mans conftruction a perfecutor, Ga/. 5.12. 
» Secondly, in fuppreffing Errouts, Hypocrifie is occafioned only by. 
accident , as hath been fhewed before ; and by this Argument I might: 
not fupprefle any fin, nor prefie toany duty, for fear leaft I fhould 
occafion hypocrifie ; for the moft profeflours being rotten at heart, do 
not forbear any fin, nor do any duty out of fincerity: Erge, 1 may not 
command a wicked child or fervant, to forbear fwearing , and tohear 
the Word, cc. for fear I fhould occafion him to play the hypocrite; 
fince in all probability if by my command he be brought to forbear the 
one and do the other, its ratheroutof fear to difpleafe me, than any 
dcfire to pleafe God. Man both cin and onght to promote outward Re- 
formation ; but to mend che heart , is only Gods work : Nodonbt ma- 
“hy played the hypocrites under the great Reformations of and 
“1° = fiah, who yet were highly commended even for thofe compulfory 
__ Fifthly, and laftly, the Minifters urge, Jt feems utterly impoffible (if 
uch aToleration foould be granted ) that the Lord foould be one and lus 
name one in the three Kingdoms, 
He Anfwers, fuppofe they mean by that phrafe , its impoffible our 
judgements and profeffion foouldbe one ; and fo | beleeve it ts Whether there 
«| Anfo. Then 1. God requires ,impoffibilities in commanding all to 
think and {peak the fame things, 1 Cor.5.10. 
Secondly, Then alfo God promifes impoffibilities, when he fayes he 
give his people oneheart and one way, 7er.32.39 
And whereas he addes, The likelicft Way (sf any) sherewnto, 1 by find= 
ing owt one truth: which moft probably will be by giving liberty to every 
man to {peak hieminde , and not by hearing one 
 Anf. 1. Tf unity in judgement and profeffion be impoffible (as juft 
now he affirmed) then furely there is no way at all toit, much lefle any 


way. a 
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| (aay 
Secondly, His likelieft way feems to me moft unlikely ; for thould 

every fimple, though honeit foul, heat all the plaufible Arguments that 

might be brought for Errour, and again{t Truth, as well as for Truth, 


 andagainft Errour (being not able to Che depth ; nor ta judge of 


the {trength of chem) he would bein great danger tobe fubverted or 
at leaftto be ftaggered; and therefore the Apoftle forbids the recei- 
ving of fuch as are weak in the faith, unto donbrful difputations ; quite 
contrary to the practice of SeCtaries , whofe trade itis ( like the fpirirs 
fo much talked of ) to catch up yong converts, and make them their 
own Profelytes : or likethe Dragon, Revel. 12, that ftood ready to de- 

vour the man-childe, as foon as he was born: If our Minifters cry our 


of fach theep-ftealers, can you blame them ? would any Father rake it 


well, thata ftranger fhould entice his children from him ? How zea- 
lous wasthe Apoftle againft fuch fheep-{tealers,Ga/.4. And certainly 
were they bound to make fourfold refticution according to the Law, Ex. — 


aac. shat one act of jultice executed upon them would foon put an end 


tothe cohtroverfic, and make an end of their feparate Affemblies: Its 
a note of Chrilts fheep , norto hear falfe teachers, nor to know the 
ce of (trangers, Job. 10. 


Thirdly, therefore truth is bef found ont by a diligent enquiry, ear- 


nett prayer, and humble practice ; and efpecially by a feriovs and free 


debate of podly and learned Minifters , who being guided by the word 


and the ordinary affiftance of thefpiric (promifed efpectally to faithful 
Minifters, A7Zar.28. lait) may far more eafily , furely and {peedily finde 
out truth, then if every one be fuffered to {peak , and argue what he 
pleafe. Thus was truth found out in that firft and famous Synod of Jern- 
falem, whith had like to have been loft by irregular difputes at Anti- 
och, Af. 15. 1d@ny not but that there the Apoftles had the extraordi- 
nary aililtance of the fpirit, not fo the Elders, whofe decrees yet they 
were, as well the decrees of the Apofties: Yet we might as weil 


argue, that the Apoltles preachings, is no prefident for podly Paftors, | 


as that the decifive determination of that Synod, is'no example for other 
Synods, fincein both the Apoftles were alike infallibly infpired and af- 
filted ; whence iis apparent, the Parliament could not have taken a furer 
and wifer way tofinde out truth, then by calling this Aff-mbly of gad- 
iyand learned men, togive them humble, yer faithful advice and coun- 
cel in the erent mvatters of God ; and what ever afperfions flandrdus 


and blackmouthed tongues may caft upon them, I doubt not but the 


Lord will at laft clear their integrity , and the truth alfo by their means, — 
tothe glory of his Name,the¢omifort of his fainting Church, and the 
fhame and confufion of all defperate machivillians , who prefer their 

own 


3 
j 
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own private defignes and intercftsibefore the glory and Kingdom of 
Chrift , and the publike good both ¢f Church and State, 

He adds, That sf it doth produce a forced unity , it may be more proba- 
bly in Errour then intrath , the Minifters being not fo likely.to deal clear- 


lyin the fearch hereof , as the Laity Who live not therewpon, but inquire af- 


for traths fake, and the fatufaltion of their own mindes. 


- Anf. 1. The queftion is not what may be, nor what hath been, for 
nodoubt there is a forced unity more often in errour, then in truth; 
but unleiie he can prove , thatevery forced unity ts in errour, he {peaks 
‘not convincingly , andto the purpofe ; and this I am fure he dares nor 
aver, orif he did, he might cafily be convinced both by Scripture and 
reafon: Shallnot truth have power to prefle fouldiers to her fervice, xs. 
well as errour for vaflallage ? er was Reformation erroneous, 
becaufe he forced the people toit? If a forced Reformation were then 
commended , why fhould it be now condemned 2 


Secondly, the Minifters have no more intereft on the one hand, then 


|. the Laity (as he calls them ) have on the other hand ; if he can fuppofe 


the Minifters affect a prelatical tyranny ( which I am far from believing, 
and Ihope fhould be as much againit itas any ) I may as well fuppofe 
the people affe& a licentious Anarchy , liberty being as {weet to the one, 
as dominion is defirable to the other: Its apparant then the people may 
be byaffed by their intereft , as well as the Minifters by theirs, and 
~ Bhong both, only chofe who are gddly and humble Chriftians feek truth 


for truths fake. | 
Thirdly, If they fhould affeét domination, they may far better be fru- 


trated of hat defigne , by joyning the moft godly and able of the peo- 
ple with them as ruling Elders, who will not be led by thenofe with 
appearances inftead of cruth,as ordinary Chriftians are apt to be through 
the high opinion they may have of rheir Minifters piety, and the fpeci- 
ous Arguments he may bring, which moft of the Congregation ra. 
not ableto Anfwer, will-eafily be drawn to votre with the inifter bot 
apain{t the truchit felf, and againft the judgement of the wifer, who 
may be overvoted , where they cannot be out-argued ; whence its evi- 
dent, that an Independent Minifter may far more eafily compafle a de- 
fign of domination, then any Presbyterian can: And when once with 
Ambitious Diotrephes he hath gotten the preheminency , who fhall turn 
him out of the faddle again, fince he can as eafily flight the councel of 
ary Churches, as he can ontwit the honeft fimplicity of his own peo- 
Fourthly, letthe power of Government be in what hands you will, 
why may not they affe&t domination as well as Minifters, and we 
| F 2 may 
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(44) 
may the rather fear this, if the power of the keyes be pabinte the hands 
of Ufurpers ( and fuch are all they who have no right to them from 
Chrift) No wonder if he who isa tyrant inentrance , prove through 
the jult judgemenc of God a tyrant in exercife : The fureft way there- 
fore is topucthe keyes into the hands of Chrifts Officers, and then jn 
the diligent ufe of Gods means , we may expect his bieffing to prevent 
Ecclefiaftical tyranny , which all the carnal policy in the world can ne- 
verhinder; nay the curfeof God upon this confulting with ficth and 
blood , may juftly haften ir. 

Thus he hath done with the Minifters Letter,and I might happily have 
done with him , but that he is pleafed for a clofe to give the people fome 
good councel , among whom | confefle my felfto be one , and fincerely 
profefle unto him, thatI live not upon intereft, but defire to enquire 
after truth for truths fake: I hope therefore he will not be angry if I 
make bold toexamine his councel, and take not what heor any one 

To lay afide therefore all prejudice according to his defire: Me 
thinks sts too hard a task he layes upon the people, and among them upon 
my [elf , to look, upon all forts of Writings, be it With or Without prejudice, 

Iconceive the very heads of Errours are fomany, that for us but to 
look over one Author of every kinde , would be more then an Hercu- 
lean labour ; but to examine the Arguments on both fides , and fo to 
pafie fentence only upon all the Errours of late yeers , is a work fice 
for an Occumenical counce! (I pray be not angry with the expreflion ) 
then for any private Chriftian: For my own part] (hall then refolve to 

_ {pend my time in {tudying thefe controverfies , when I wantimployment 
in ftudying the Scripture, and the fundamentals of Faith and practice, 

_ which the Divel hath almoft cheated us of by vain difputes about need- 
Sefle and endleffe queftions, and which tend rather to the fubverfion 

then the eftablifhment of the readers or hearers. A man may fee and 
know truthto be truth both by a notional and experimental knowledge, 
though he be not able to anfwer allthe cavils of awicked Sophifter 
apgainit ic: Martyrs formerly have burnt for that for which they can- 
not difpute. Imay knowtruth to be truth, as certainly as 1 know the 
fire burns , and the Sun fhines, though a Sophifter happily may bring 
many {pecious Arguments againft both, neither of whofe propoficions 
I can deny or diftinguifh, butin this cafe, by his leave (though again{t 
the rules of ore I would be beld to deny the conclufion. Andit 
were amadneffe inme, when I am fure of a truth tofpend my time and 
brains in anfwering ali che objections that can be made againft it, which 
happily like fo many Hydra’s heads will {pring up as falt as they a 


/ 
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off, It had been happy for Eve , had the held clofe to the conclufion, 
and never entred into parley, and difpute with the Divel; Gen.3. Our 
life is (hort , our work long and great , happy is the man who can wife- 
ly cut offal] fuperfluities,that he may the better minde the one neceflary 
hice: I hope therefore this Author will pardon me and others of the 
Laity , if we follow nothis councel inthis particular. 
-_In the next place, he ufes his beft skilto infinuate himfelf into the 
Parliament , and make them, if it may be ( what formerly he averred 
them tobe) Patrons of his Univer/al Toleration. Now for a foundation — 
you mutt underftand, chat he oppofes,all Sectaries to the Presbyterian 
And prefumes, the Parliament will difcern ber Ween the integrity of the 
one fide, and the intereft of the other. | 
Anfw. 1. By the way I befeech all men, and efpecially the Honorable 
Honfes of Parliament fadly to confider, how with this man, an Atheift, 
Blafphemer, Arrian, Anti-Scripturift, cc. are honeft men to the Pres- 
byterian. The Lord deliver me, ~ his people from fuch honefty and 
integrity® I fhall need ta adde ri more but this, and that upon this 
Authors affertion , If an Atheift pleads for Toleration for the peaceable 
ferving of God according to his confcience, then the Presbyterians aré 
{wayed by their means and preheminence, and foare not honeft men. 
fo my part,I beleeve the one is as true as the other. But enongh of this 
erly, 
Farther, He makes no queftion, but the Parliament before they deter- 
mine matters of Religion, will (as they have heard one party the Divines, 
likewife referve one ear for all other (orts of men, leaft otherWsfe they 


give an unjuft [entence. 
e4n/w. If this be true, then I ceafe to wonder, that matters of Religi- 


on have been fo long in determining. Nay, I fear we muft waite yet a 
long time, fince the Parliament cannot poffibly hear in a fhort {pace all 


manner of Seétaries {peak for themfelves. 
~ 2, Dothnot this Author think the Parliament fhould have fine work 


of it, if they muft {pend time to hear, firft, the Atheift, fecondly, then —— 


the Blafphemer, thirdly, the Anti-Scripturift, fourthly, the Arrian, 
and others of their fraternity, plead for themfelves before they 
determine any thing in matters of Religion. Was ever fuch a bold and 
nnreafonable motion made to that High Court? Belike,God muft waite 
the Devils leafure, and truth attend upon falfehood, before it can havea 
licence to paffe for currant. And forthe Independents, of all others 
they have leaft caufe to complain in this kinde, fince I am confident, that 


never Seé& had thar favour of Parliament or Aflembly, whichthey have 
| enjoy 


4 

| 


for divers yecrs RY with.they find mad 
pray Gis OF theits, of King. 

np matters Religion, it werethe 
till we have beard har 
and wareane 


fay againit it. © 


4 


oture revelation to 


‘to be his King, 


> 


. Anfw. 1. Is not this ‘pew 


3 


‘tothe Parliament, who fo 
Minilters 


29 
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ic whe judge 
Chrifts fervice the yoke of fervitude, as 1 am conhdent Nis 
friends, Mc. 4 wil do: and Kw 
"But to leave the Parliament, and to.come again to the Minifters 
perceive doth ftill ftick upon his ftomack ; and therciort, 4 


And fick, He fades 
part of st 


fe 


till oins-day. In this cafe, we bave che Word of God 
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len tells us what isto be donc, Co as Dev can 
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‘aule that fome of she comtrivers of thie Lester Were 

4 Pacliament, Hiament, becaule divers with is were. fo, elpecially 


hig, He meyif think be miftake inMe R 

no more a mber of the Affem ffembly; then the Clerks‘of thePatliaméne 
“gre Members of thar High Const, ‘Perceive by, the way, the | 
at: Mr, Seemans, An: ten Colledge, and ke. 


an Aches ing): then thae'fame outward: title 
a Deak} which fticks like-aBuf ity his throat. pray, why may 


title be WEIL as all “his Herc How. 
juperitition, we. ~ 
elibecontent; that both 1 cies itieus terms, ihoald - 


and removed: birch from: Prefit; and: Tongue 
“would not willingly offend weak Brother if any matter indiffe | 

and thall Rady bo peace of Bis confcience, before the 

But, whereas be charges Miniffers: as guilty Plet 


“pent, 
dane. bot wonder st the boldactcof the man fit. 
an afpe to az Gingular providence of 
God pir co Letrersagaink Tolerationinone nick 
of time, as "as both Kingdoms wéte ngited” Coyenantfor Reforms: 
‘lon, and ag lam able roduce pood: ro cone” 
ov shim man of though I will not bef. uncivil, asto. 
him. reft. afluted, thas fuch indicest courtes Wilh 
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fo.many grolic unfrurhs and wicke finders. AP 

his  théopening of his Eyes, de 

- and che Salvation of the day.of vie | 

Jeaye himfelf to Gods Brrouts torenirn to: 

whence they came’, even thar lake of ‘fire and bri one, 

which th all be the and falfe Prophet, together — 
With every one that loves and makes lye 2 14,496 Rewl 
and 21.8. and 22. 15. 
have done with my Author; clofe all with an earneft and humble baie 

,, Biethiemof the pitionsl-way, ‘whom in all this difcourfe have mens! 


of s, asthe thontitead mohtknewh 
and nor our of a fpleenith humortobpand 


* ‘oully confelfe God; 4 great 


. 
m or coft-any-unjeft afpernon upon 
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gulf berween us, but chae chr 
ro confider, 1. 


ufti. 


| godly perfons, whole company wpon fach 3 
? from gathering: of Charthes in 
formation ; asappears by their Dillwafive 


Government, .. We défire not to torce them againft their leave them to act according 


ople,who if once united in minde and heart, might with | : 
Xe fay no more, Thofe great failings which have pafled from them in carrying on their dehgne, may 


figs 
cally by ge chem be- 
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‘olerion 
hope his 


brain oncly the mifcarr 
can Anf{wer folidiy, I fhall be 


Errour ; and therefore (2 fortiori) much more would they have declared againft an Univer{al releration 


Ergo, Themifelves will never.conniyear, muchleffe eftablith an Toleration, 
' For proof of the minor, which is the main in Queftion, appash en chat famnaus piows Ovi, 
‘mance of theirs, put forth by their Authority, Februaty.15.. 1642.' The words are thefe, 
| Idolatry, as i was the finof our Auceftors, fo it is the reading finof thefe latter times, while by 4 
eonnivence, and almoft Toleration (mark the ex ) 2 bath becn feveral wayes 
gaged. What mifcheif thar almoft Toleration brought, {ce in the fad effets immediately after mention 
_ ed by the Honorable Houfes. Ler all the worldchen judge, what fad effeGs an ver{al Tolerapion 
Likexo bring: And yet, why Papifts may, not plead for liberty of confeiewce, as weld as any other 
ries, I knowmet, A little above, this almoft Toleration is judged one of the moft crying fins, which s0¥ 
nde by seo fad experience to have a more immediate influence upon che deftrudtion of a 
Reader; and and wonder at the Tolerators impudence, who dares father fo foul and crying s fa# 
is upon the Parliament. FIN 


. 


ean heartily fry Amen to fuch motion.T hope there is 
| t MAGE, ich. 2. Whether any Separation from the trac Churches ot Chrift can be j 
fiable, unicfle by communion with them TyLe neceflizated 20. fin ; which cannot be, uoleffe I 
or in che addi jona, 0 lutions. whic thers Gods Ordinances, as well as to the mof{t 
pround I ght not ro reject. 3. Thar they themfel ves haye 
his of time, andithat\upon hopes of Re- 
publ ithed fameryrors ago- /T hat how of all: 
ration is molt unreasonable and burthens which formetly ogcahoned 
on,are removed And England never bad fuch:hopes of a pure and perfe& Reformation, unlefie their , 
 unjutt divifions ftifle i¢ in che Lith. 5- That under their all _kindes of Se@aries, Acheifts, 
s, Malygriants tidak: nielves'in hopes of equal Toleration. 6: Thar their pracife con- 
the beftRetormed Churches, fiom whom-to ramble wichour ground, cannotefcaperhe 
to thcir own Principles tor the Manner, where they agree with us in the Matter, and thall be willing to 
yeild to them, where'they can give us better grounds then our own. And what ever elfe may make for 
a blefled Accommedation without finning againft the Glory and Kingdom of Chrift, we thall be . 
| gtady to meerthem half way init, and rejoyce info bleffed. an harmony, Eightly, Let them confider , 
how fadly the High Coure of Pasliament is put to it, by reafon of, the Diffcrences between Gods 
well make them look back, and at Icait to fnipe 
of what is out in Print againft them, and eff 
not an{wered to this days gives) ftrong fufg 
mncharitable.. bold cherefore are mere 
God, the publike Reformation of Church and Sratg, the welfare and fafery of the shree Kingdoms, 
the ruine ot Antichrift, and all implacable‘Enemics, the haftening of the lews Converfion, and thele 
_ blefled times, when the Heavenly Pet oe thall come down upon Earth, they would at laft (lve 
to joyn with all che Churches of -Chrift againft the common Enemy ; and not hen drawiny 
provoke the Lord te fend us yer again fourty yeers into the Waldernefle: Orly y God 
the of Aferoz, and che threat.of Mordecai fald not upon then. Deliverance another 
way, but they fhall have litdle thanks for it, and litle comfort in it. 
Reider, 1 have donc with the Pamphlet, onely becaufe the Author of 4 
the boldnefie to afperfe the Parliament as a Fofter-F ather of that curled Monji 
womb, I fhall leave with him this Syllogifm, which i 
per{waded tobe of ‘his minde. 
t whi e Houfes have commanded the whole Kingdom deeply co be humbled for,& 
earneftly to confeffe as a crying National fin, chatthem felyes will never connive at,muchleffe eftablith. 
But they have declared againft Toleration, yea, letle then Foleration, and that but of one particular, 
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